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The Negative Rake Scraper (NRS)
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You mey have seen a new tool teing used and discussed lotely by secme professicnal weodtumers. This sn't

100 surprising as many pres will create of ocapt 100 1o ther particulor turning needs. 8ut, ths one has achu-
aly been used for many years in cne form or another by both the professional and the beginner. Instrument

makers [flutes, etc.) have used these tocis for centuries! The beginner just hasn't likely regized what they've

been using and how best 1o expicit this 1oois’ best features.

A tumer will take their skew, parting tcol of bedan and use it as ¢ scroper. We've cll dene it ot cne time or an-
other. Some of us do it far mere than we'c ke 1o admit ¢s well. Ha! They've cchually been using a NRS 1ool.
They need some mincr modificaticns to really rank as a NRS though. See these three pictures for 2 versicns. The
basic design of ¢ NRS is ¢ scroper with an additicnal bevel on 1op of the tocl where it's normelly fiat. This gives
that negative rake. The bur & stil necessary and it's formed at the junciure of the two bavels as you'd ex-
pect.

So, what's the big deal? The idea of NRS's s 1o sightly ride the bevel [the lower, smaler bevel] just esin o
gouge but the "lute” of these 1005 is extremely small... the haight of the burr you raise on the end. With a re-
duced "flute” size as compared to o gouge, you get only s much bite or cut inte the wood ot any one time
thus regucing (nct eimincting!] huge catches. Of course, you only get so much bite or cut into the weod ¢
can't realy hog out wood ke you con on o gouge aither.

S0, you can adpsst the flute sze by smply ogjusting the bur you form on it. Of course, the burr [your cutting

ecge and resulting fiute] deesn't last long at all and has 1o be refreshed frequently. Why coes ths leave a

geod surface? | think that we cll know that we con get an exceptional surface from a scraper as long as we

can confral it and have an even burr all cround the egge. Well, unlike o regular scroger, youre suppose to te

rding that bevel under the rosed burr of thase negative rake scropers. This gives you centrol that you don't

nomaly get with o normel scroger. it's more of a gouge in that regard. It's less "catchy” when you have thot
cport under you and doeasn't wan! 10 “bite” into the wood s quickly.

Ancther reason s that negative rake or the upgper tevel on this toal. It cliows you ¢ position the cutting end of
the tcol level or even o little above the handie end whie stil getting ¢ cutting action on thaot bur. See the be-
low, left picture. You can't do that with a normal scroper uniess you turn it over on it's side te get ¢ "shear
scrape”. But then you run into problems of controling that angle and tocl pesition.

Give this todl a fry. You can make this tool yoursed! if you can't find one in a cataleg. As seen telow, right, you
can just toke a requler scraper and gring ¢ (hallow-ground| bevel on the top of it 10 make a NRS tcal. A sight
curve along the top of the tocl is usuclly better than ¢ flat front. It's a nice finishing tcol, especialy for those
very herd, dense exctics!




