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The CAW Newsletter is the official publication of the Capital Area Woodturners, Inc. and is a chapter 

of the AAW, and is published for the information of its members.

Capital Area Woodturners
Newsletter

www. capwoodturners. org

WHAT TO LOOK FOR THIS MONTH

Tips ‘n Tricks Month at CAW

The nog is gone, the gifts unwrapped and a new year is upon us.  So let’s start out by continuing 
the holiday spirit by helping out your fellow woodturner by showing him/her your latest (or not so 
latest) woodturner tip or trick.  It could be a tool, a technique or design that “you made up”.  I think 
we’re all talented people that come up with a new fix or tool to make it easier on ourselves.  SO 
BRING THEM TO THE MEETING!  You’re not doing an all day demo, just describe your idea and if 
it can be shown while turning, we’ll have a lathe set up for that.  Please contact Mike Kinney so a list 
of participants can be scheduled.

304-279-9476
mkinney578@aol.com

Dates To Remember
January 8 — Monthly CAW Meeting At Bryant HS (8:30 - 1 pm)
January 12 & 25 — Skill Enhancement Workshop At Bryant HS (9-3 pm; $5 fee if using any tools 
(Lathe, band saw, drill press, etc. )
Must be AAW member to use any tools. Watching is free.

Meeting Schedule for January
8:00 am - Set up for the demo. Look over the For Sale items. Have a cup of coffee and donut with your 
fellow turners.
9:00 am - - The tape/DVD library will be open (except during business meetings and demonstrations. ) 
Discuss the “show & tell” items or rent a video. Talk tips and techniques with other members.
10:00am - 12 noon - Demo
12 noon - 1:00pm - Clean Up



    Capitol   Capital Area Woodturners page 2

CAW President's Message (Gerry Headley)

We had a great holiday party in December.  This was one of our best in 
years.  The set up seemed to go smoothly and the spouses were a 
wonderful help in getting things straight.  The decorations were nice; my 
thanks to whoever brought in the greenery.  We had approximately 70 
people show up.  Some younger families brought children, who were 
welcomed to the party.

We had 13 entries for the holiday turning contest and a number of them 
were a departure from ornaments.  The first two winners were hands down 
easy tallies, while third and fourth place were only one point different.  The 
prizes for the 2-day workshop with Bob Rosand were a hit for first and 
second place.  Our thanks go to Bob for offering these workshops and to Al 
Melanson for setting them up. 
 
We had 16 gifts for the gift exchange.  The turnings were all high class.  
We had many hands getting stuff put away and cleaned up out by 8:00 
pm.  As always, the food was a great hit.  Many people brought in 
wonderful dishes.  For door prizes, I think we definitely had an assortment 
of prizes that were good for wives and mothers.  We gave out door prizes 
throughout the duration of the party. 
 
To kick off our 2011 schedule, we will have Tips ‘n Tricks for the January 
meeting.  Bring in your jigs and techniques to share with other 
woodturners.  We all learn this way and it always ends up being a rich and 
informative meeting.
 
In addition, we are still looking for volunteers to help the club.  We need a 
new member to take over group buy program.  Priscilla did a fantastic job 
for us, but has to move on from this role.  If you would be interested in this, 
see me, or one of the other board members.
 
See you in the New Year!
 
Gerry Headley
CAW President 
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About Our Members (Joyce Beene & Phil Brown)

Don't be shy! Promote yourself. Tell us about your woodturning activities so we can share 
with others in the CAW Newsletter. Deadline is the last Saturday of each month.
Phil Brown at philfbrown@comcast.net, or call 301-767-9863.
Joyce Beene at joyce.beene@gmail.com or call 703-978-2032.

Phil Brown has 32 turned vessels in a wall case display at the Congregation Har Shalom Art 
Gallery, 11510 Falls Road, Potomac, MD. The opening reception is January 9 from 1:00-3:00 
pm and the exhibit runs through February 19. The building is generally open Monday - Friday, 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm, and during the Saturday service. Call 301-299-7087 to confirm access 
hours before going.
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Aaron Grebeldinger has several teaching sessions scheduled at the Bryant Center. 
Woodturning 2, beginning March 9, builds on basic skills in six 3-hour classes, with projects to 
include a bowl, a covered box, and a tray.  Aaron will also hold a Pen Workshop on April 4. 
Registration information at:
https://aceclasses.fcps.edu/SubjectListing.aspx?
CategoryID=10104&ProgramID=182&ProgCatgName=Fine+Crafts&IsCourse

Aaron will also teach Bowl Turning on Saturdays January 8, February 12, and March 12 from 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm at Woodcraft in Springfield, VA. Call the store at 703-912-6727 to 
register, or see www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=327&nav=classes.

Tom Boley teaches Bowl Turning on Saturdays January 15 and March 19, and Turning 
Natural Edge Bowls on Saturdays February 19 and April 16 at Woodcraft, Leesburg, VA. Call 
703-737-7880 or see: http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575&nav=classes

Mark Supik's workshops in Baltimore offer small class sizes and all levels are welcome. 
Advanced turners, please let Mark know the specific skills you'd like to work on so that the 
materials are ready for you. Details are at: www.marksupikco.com, or call 410-732-8414. 
There is always a 20% discount for woodturning club members

Woodturning with Your Child: Sunday, January 2, from 9:00 am - noon or from 1:00 to 4:00 
pm. $100 for each parent/child team.

The Right Start, Spindle Turning: $150/day. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. All materials and lunch 
provided. Saturdays January 22 and March 26. Sundays February 13 and April 10.

Bowl Turning: $150/day. 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. All materials and lunch provided.
Sundays January 23 and March 27. Saturdays February 12 and April 9.
Mark Supik is also sponsoring Guest Turner Jerry Kermode (www.jerrykermode.com) for two 
all-day, hands-on classes in Mark's shop February 19 and 20. Call or e-mail Nancy Supik for 
more information at 410-732-8414, or nancy@marksupikco.com.

Mark Sfirri, The Bresler Collection and a critique workshop come together. In conjunction 
with The Bresler Collection exhibition at the Smithsonian Renwick Gallery, the James 
Renwick Alliance (JRA is a nonprofit group supporting the Renwick Gallery) is sponsoring a 
critique workshop for turners and collectors. You are invited to bring one to two turned wood 
pieces for a critique and discussion. Articulating reasons for admiring a piece, insights from 
Mark, and feedback from others will expand understanding of successful design and 
appreciation of turned objects and wood as a medium of expression. Following the workshop, 
participants will drive to Fleur Bresler’s home to view the extensive and indepth turned and 
carved wood collection there (hundreds of wonderful pieces).

Events will be Saturday, January 22, the workshop 1:00 – 3:00 pm at the Rockville Public 
Library and the visit to the Bresler home 3:30 - 5:00 pm. The workshop will be limited to 30 
participants. The cost is $25 each for JRA and AAW local chapter members and $35 each for 
nonmembers. If this member registration fee is a problem for any wood turner wishing to 
attend, please contact Phil Brown.

To register, please mail/fax/email your name, AAW Chapter name, phone and e-mail with your 

http://www.jerrykermode.com/
https://aceclasses.fcps.edu/SubjectListing.aspx
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payment to:
James Renwick Alliance, 4405 East-West Hwy., Suite 510, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Email: admin@jra.org. Fax: 301.907.3855. Phone: 301.907.3888.

The Bresler Collection exibition will remain on display at the Smithsonian Renwick Gallery 
through January 30. Look in your February issue of the AAW Journal, American Woodturner, 
for a review of the exhibition by David Fry, and a description of the turning demonstrations by 
Phil Brown and Stan Wellborn.

On Sunday, January 23, at 2 p.m., Mark will present an illustrated talk on his work, his 
teaching program at Bucks County Community College, and the importance of documenting 
the work of craft artists. This lecture is free and open to the public.

In April, May, and June, the JRA is also sponsoring workshops with a silversmith, stained 
glass artist, and with ceramics and jewelry artists. Information about all of these workshops is 
at www.jra.org/Get Involved/Workshops.htm
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Upcoming Meeting & Event Information (Mike Kenny)

Demonstrator 
/ Information

Meeting Date Workshop 
Date

Workshop 
Title

Workshop 
Cost

Workshop 
Open / Full

Tips and 
Tricks

01/08/11

Joe Dicky 02/12/11
TBD 03/12/11 

(subject to 
change)

TBD 04/09/11
Graeme Priddle 05/15/11
Picnic 06/11/11 

(subject to 
change)

TBD 07/09/11
Keith Tompkins 08/13/11
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CAW New Members

No new members
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CAW Member Article

This is a before picture of a maple burl slab 24" long; 16" wide; it is uniformly 2-1/8" thick all around; 
and, weighs 10 pounds. The edge consists of very sharp burrs to the touch. 
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The 24” diameter plywood face plate wheel is made from two ••• 
inch thick disks cut from plywood sheets,finished on both sides, 
glued together with the edges turned smooth. 

A 3/8 “ hole is drilled in the center of the face plate disk. 

To insure the face place is centered correctly, turn a tenon that will 
fit in the center of your faceplate. The other end of the tenon is 
sized to fit into the drilled 3/8 inch hole described above. This 
tenon is used as a centering device to align the face place to the 
center of the wheel. Don’t make the tenon so long that it will not 
allow the head stock spindle to screw completely into the faceplate. 
Drill the face plate to the Face Plate Wheel Disk. Don't use dry wall 
screws! 



    Capitol   Capital Area Woodturners page 10

Mark the piece with a compass (see the three circles on the burl) 
where you want the bowl-like cuttings to take place. Mark the 
centers clearly. Those centers will serve as a center targeting 
position for the tail stock center. Position the tail stock center there 
and strap the burl in place with 1” 3M strapping tape. 

Depending on the size and ill-regularity of the burl, three positions 
for the tape strapping is a good idea. Notice the three strapping tapes 
on the burl. The strapping is made from one hole to the other side of 
the burl using bolts and washers. Attach the strapping under the 
washer(s) from point A to B. Do that 6 or 7 times. Then tighten the 
nuts and bolts with wrenches so the washers bottom out on the 
wheel. The washers go on the burl side as close as possible to the 
burl. Sometimes you need to use a lag bolt facing the head side of 
the wheel if the burl extends over the wheel due to is shape. That 
procedure was done to strap down one end to the face plate wheel 
due to the length of the burl extending beyond the face plate disk. 

Balancing the wheel. Hand turn the wheel and see where the weight 
of the burl takes the wheel, say at the 6 o’clock position. Then use 
weights and screw them onto the side facing the head side of lathe 
and on the back of the face plate disk. Reposition as necessary 
depending on the shape and weight of the burl. Hand turn the wheel 
until the balance is safe to turn. This is a very important step. 

We did not exceed 800 rpm. This requires careful, slow, and light 
cuts on the piece. I used the bowl gouge with the outside flute edge 
but very light cuts. Because the piece is so irregular and so slow, 
expect a pumpy road to cutting. If you use a scraper, keep the burr 
present with frequent sharpening. 

Below: A picture of CA making sure the balance is correct before turning on Stubby. 
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Below: A Picture of the Completed Burl.
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Vendors

 C.A. Savoy places orders throughout the month. Check your catalog or 
ONEWAY website at www.oneway.on.ca. Email your order to CA at cadjsavoy@cox.net. CA makes 
every attempt to have your order within one week. Items can be picked up at Bryant Center on the 2nd 
Wednesday or last Tuesday during the Skill Enhancement workshop, at the monthly meetings or by 
special arrangement, CA can also ship your order directly to you. Payment is due upon receipt of your 
order. Sales do not include lathes.

20% discount on most products except lathes, plus shipping. Free shipping on orders over $1000.00. 
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning!!!

2Sand. com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving woodworking 
and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, 

and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can 
ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship.
R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand. com.
Contact Rob at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand. Com

Whether making 
gifts for your family 

or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for Penn State pen or project kits. Check out 
the new Penn State website at www. pennstateind. com and email Amy Rothberg at 
amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or questions. Also note that Amy is a Teknatool dealer of 
Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories.

The Sanding Glove ®  Janet and Bruce Hoover have been serving the woodturning 
community for more than ten years with cutting edge abrasives, specialized sanding tools, and the most 
extensive line of disc holders, and interface pads in the industry. Our catalog has been expanded to 
include a complete line of versatile live centers, and drive centers from the UK, safety gear, Foredom 
tools, and NORTON abrasives.

Setting the new standard in abrasive technology…. We now offer 
with speed-grip hook & loop backing; providing superior performance, flexibility, and long life. Once 
you try them you’ll never go back.  See our catalog at www.TheSandingGlove.com or call us at 800-
995-9328.
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CAW Holiday Ball Pictures
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CAW 2011 Officer Roster

President, Gerry Headley,
gerryh3333@aol.com (410) 286-5958
PO Box 164, Owings, MD 20736

Vice President, Steve Schwartz
graphicsstudio@cox.net (540) 371-5641
172 Morton Rd., Fredericksburg, VA 22405

Treasurer, Phil Mannino,
phileman@cox.net (703) 250-2876
11543 Clara Barton Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Secretary, Al Melanson,
almelanson@msn.com (703) 250-6781
5561 Ann Peake Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

Program Director, Mike Kinney,
mkinney578@aol.com (304) 279-9476
1168 Harry Shirley Rd., Kearneysville, WV 25430

Operations Director, C. A. Savoy,
cadjsavoy@cox.net (703) 765-7268
1309 Gatewood Dr., Alexandria, VA 22307

Newsletter Editor, Richard Allen,
spinningwood@yahoo.com (703) 532-7375
7026 Vagabond Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042

Club Support Volunteers

Newsletter Proofreader: Betsy Crosby, Tom Boley

Show and Tell Photos: Phil Hall, George Whipple

Video Library: Adam Beissner

Education Outreach: Aaron Grebeldinger

Bryant Display Window: George Salinas

Raffle/Auction: Walt Fink, Mike DeWan

CAW Clothing: Nancy Kaufman

Mentor Program: Annie Simpson

Group Buys: Priscilla Glasgow, Nancy Kaufman

Coffee Center: Lou Norris, Ray Bowers

Wood Identification: Ed Karch

Donuts: Robin Watson, Ray Bowers

Video Recording: Frank Stepanski, Jeff Schnell

If your contact information changes,
including your email or mailing address,
please contact Phil Mannino at
phileman@cox.net

Skill Enhancement Points Of Contact
C. A. Savoy: cadjsavoy@cox.net
Don Johnson: drjpapaw@cox.net
Al Melanson: almelanson@msn.com
Patrick O’Brien: ohbewood@comcast.net
George Salinas: psalinas1@verizon.net
Frank Jessup: woodatf16@cox.net
Large lathes: Stubby, PM 3520, Jet 1642's, Woodfast, must be
reserved in advance of SE date. Contact CA at 
cadjsavoy@cox.net

Monthly Meeting Information -
Bryant Adult Education Center
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria, VA
Map with driving directions here:
www. fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm

Directions: From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 towards the Wilson 
Bridge over the Potomac River. Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) 
on the VA side. Approximately 1. 9 miles south, you will pass 
the Beacon mall complex with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 
past the main entrance to Beacon mall, go 4 more stop lights 
(about 1/2 mile. ) The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. Turn left 
and go two blocks. Bryant Center entry is on the right. Drive 
to the East side of the building.  Parking is on the side or in the 
rear of the building. The entrance to the wood working shop 
and meeting rooms is off the back corner of the east side of 
Bryant Center.

mailto:phileman@cox.net

