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February’s meeting is on Saturday the 11th, 
8:30 AM to 3 PM, at Bryant HS. 

Tips ‘n Tricks 

 Okay, we’re definitely in the new year 

now so let’s try out an “ol’ favorite.”  It’s Tips 

‘n Tricks time once again.  We had a lot of cool 

and interesting ideas last time around.  Let’s see 

if we can’t find a few more nuggets to pass on 

this year!   

 It could be a tool or a technique, or a 

special design that you made up.  We’re a very 

talented club and I’m sure that everyone can 

come up with a new fix or jig or tool to make 

turning easier and a bit more fun. And don’t 

forget the finish; any ideas to make finishing 

easier and more fun are always appreciated. 

 BRING THEM TO THE MEETING! 

You’re not doing an all day demo.  Just describe 

your idea and if you need to, put it on the lathe 

and show us! 

 Please contact Mike Kinney so a list of 

participants can be scheduled. Call 304-279-9476 

or email Mike at : 

mkinney578@aol.com 

 I met a few of people recently down here 

in Fredericksburg who are interested in turning 

and I suggested that they come to a club 

meeting.  They immediately said “I sure as heck 

am not interested in driving that far in crappy 

traffic.”  I had said the same thing at one time 

and now look at me.  We have a great club 

which offers a fantastic opportunity to learn and 

share.  It’s been worth the drive no matter how 

far I had to go.  I’m happy to do whatever I can 

to keep this organization going and growing. 

 I would like to remind you all of my 

“President’s Challenge.”  The point of the 

challenge is to see how you can creatively solve 

a problem.  There is no reward for skill level or 

esthetics.  You can think of these as rough 

prototypes or make finished pieces of art.  Feel 

free to discuss ideas among yourselves or to 

contribute collaborative entries.  The main 

objective is just to see how different people 

explore various solutions to the problem.  

Entries should be brought to the February 

meeting to be displayed and briefly discussed at 

show & tell.  Everyone who participates gets to 

put their name in a hat.  The winner gets the 

best seat in the house for the day’s 

demonstration.  I’m expecting to be impressed. 

Thanks,  

Steve Schwartz 
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chance to learn about drilling a centered hole in a 
round object.   

Since, I’m flattered to be on the same show bill 
as these guys, I will turn a stopper that has the hole 
for the stopper on the tailstock end of the wood.  
This method wastes more wood but doesn’t require 
a mandrel, and the wood is held more securely.  So 
for those like myself, who are more ham fisted, I’ll 
plead guilty to being aggressive only. 

Just so you know, today I’ve already gotten my 
catch out of the way for this year.  I was 
demonstrating top turning at the Fort Belvoir hobby 
shop open house.  The photographer for the base 
paper was there and taking pictures.  So I was 
showing off as she was taking pictures, trying to 
make a lot of chips flare up above my turning.  
Michael Jordon has nothing on me when it comes to 
having his tongue out when concentrating.  Anyway, 
I was showing off (did I mention the  photographer 
was female and cute) and concentrating on holding 
my gut in, and my tongue in, and … the next thing 
she had a picture of was the top blank doing slow 
turns about a yard above the lathe.  So my catches 
for this year are over; finished; done!  

Other stopper differences are that Patrick and 
CA drill different size holes, though what’s a 64th** 
when dealing in wood and owning some epoxy or 
CA glue?  Patrick doesn’t glue the stopper in, C A 
does, and for me it’s a case of fit - something like 
the military version of pound it to fit/paint it to 
match – if loose glue it up. 

[** 1/64 in. = 4 sheets of paper; see              
http://www.casepaper.com/calc_chart_caliper.htm] 

I haven’t decided on the topic for the 14 March 
SE session.   

I last did pure hollow forms in 1997, and thought 
we’d want to get into that (but only after CA 
provides his promised private refresher).  One of the 
projects requiring hollowing will be a Jack-O-
Lantern.  This requires the hollow to be inside of a 
deeper hole because there needs to be space at the 
mouth of the hollow for a battery powered tea light.  
Since a face is carved on it, a uniform thickness is 
required at eyes, nose and mouth or it looks weird. 

At the time of this writing the SE mini-course on 
Dueling Tops had 12 students signed up.  This year’s 
flu and cold seasons reduced the last class to 10; it 
still was the largest course in recent times. 

If this newsletter is in your hands before 8 
February, the course for that SE will be pagoda lid 
boxes in figured maple or a wood of your choice.  
See the January newsletter or the email that comes 
out a week before the course for details. 

The next course will be on 28 February and will 
be on Dueling Bottle Stoppers.  The idea for this 
came from the dueling tops course which was such a 
hit.  Most of us started doing bottle stoppers with 
cork.  While certainly cheap, cork has a longevity 
problem.  To get a good seal most people tend to 
push them in a bit further at every use, and over 
time the cork becomes compressed to the point that 
a good seal is no longer possible.  This can be fixed 
by replacing the cork – no fun and no turning 
involved. 

Therefore, the demonstration part of Dueling 
Bottle Stoppers will feature three versions using the 
Ruth Niles stopper.  By the way, as the group buy 
guy, I’ve routinely bought about a 100 Ruth Niles 
stoppers per month.  I buy directly from Niles and 
my prices so far have been good enough that two of 
the clubs most prolific sellers of bottle stoppers buy 
them from me. 

Patrick O’Brien will demonstrate a bottle stopper 
using the Ruth Niles mandrel to hold his wood.  
Obviously the base of the bottle stopper will be 
toward the headstock.  Some of you might recall 
that Patrick demonstrated this method in his last 
CAW demo.   

CA will do a bottle stopper that is based on using 
a golf ball!  By the way CA sells a less expensive 
mandrel than the Niles version, but he won’t use it 
in his demonstration. The only shortcoming with 
CA’s mandrel is the base sizing, though it shouldn’t 
be a show stopper for anybody with a set of 
calipers.  But, don’t be alarmed about getting away 
from the fun of turning wood.  The CA golf ball has a 
turned and fitted disc of wood between the Niles 
metal and the golf ball.  Also, CA’s demo will offer a 

S K I L L S  E N H A N C E M E N T  M I N I - C o u r s e s  
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Then it’s painted. Finally the stem is turned off-
center, carved, painted and attached to the Jack-0-
Lantern. 

We also want to do a two part bowl turning 
course: (1) Turn green wood. (2) Finish a dried rough 
turned bowl.  Then before you know it, we need to 
be doing Christmas ornaments (one of the charity 
organizations has an event they call “Christmas in 
April,” so we should start in warm weather).  What 
about turning multi-piece cookie jars shaped like a 
snowman and Santa Claus?  I haven't made either 
one, but I'm sure Santa would require a lot of 
carving. 

Also, we don’t have to turn everything at Skill 
Enhancement.  On each of the last two Christmas 
holidays, I’ve carved several dozen Santa Claus 
pencils. It sounds somewhat simple but is an 
opportunity to carve, burn and paint – broken into 
separate short sessions for each skill. 

Anyway, since the first Skill Enhancement for 
March isn’t until the 14th, I can hold you guys in 
suspense until the next newsletter.  So, unless 
you’re still out there contributing to our senior 
citizen entitlements, set aside 14 March for some 
fun.  I never knew why my Dad sometimes referred 
to a future surprise as “we’ll be opening a keg of 
nails.”  We are gonna’ have fun, or it don’t count as 
skill enhancement. As I recently read somewhere, 
“It’s never too late to start a good childhood”. 

 

Frank Jessup 

S K I L L S  E N H A N C E M E N T  

( c o n t i n u e d )  
C A W  M e m b e r  N e w s  

Baltimore Craft Show 
The American Craft Council Show at the 

Baltimore Convention Center will have 11 wood 

turners exhibiting, some new and some 

returning once again.   

http://public.craftcouncil.org/2012/46/44 

See the show over the February 24-26th 

weekend.  Hours on Friday are from 10 AM. to 

8 PM., Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM, and Sunday 

from 10 AM to 5 PM 

 

Jerry Kermode will be at the Baltimore Craft 

Show and he will also be giving a 

demonstration at Mark Supik & Co on Sunday 

afternoon, February 19th from 1 to 3 PM.  It will 

be an open house for the area clubs and 

members of the CAW have been specifically 

invited.  Suggested donation $10.  Mark Supik 

& Co. is at 1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore, MD.  

For more information contact Mark & Nancy 

Supik at 410-732-8414 or 

mark@marksupikco.com 

 

Skills Enhancement Workshops are held on 
the Second Wednesday. and Last Tuesday of 
each month except December. In 
December the workshop is on the second 
Wednesday. 
All workshops are held in the Wood Shop at 
Bryant High School, from 9 AM until 2 or 3 
PM. 

M e e t i n g  S c h e d u l e  U p d a t e  

 

March – TBD 
April – CAW Mini Symposium 
May – Alan Carter 
June – CAW Picnic 
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  ( P h o t o s  b y  P h i l  H a l l )  

Don Johnson 
5-inch Ambrosia Maple hollow form 

sanding sealer finish 

Joe Cavanaugh 
Box Elder  bowls 

sanding sealer finish 

Joe Cavanaugh 
Pair of clocks 

made from bowl-blank corner pieces 

Mark Heatwole 
Air-brushed Basswood fishing plugs 

  

Chuck Berkey 
Nest of Red Heart boxes (assembled) 

lacquer finish 

Chuck Berkey 
Nest of Red Heart boxes (disassembled) 

  



www.capwoodturners.org February 2012 

[ Page 5 ] 

I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  ( P h o t o s  b y  P h i l  H a l l )  

Jim Neam 
Set of laser pens 

CA glue finish 

Phil Hall 
Ambrosia Maple, Loquat and Walnut bowls 

Bealle-buffed Waterlox finish 

Tom Boley 
Maple hat 

lacquer finish 

Tom Boley 
White Oak spindle candy dish 

spar varnish finish 

Dick Stohr 
Pair of Redwood spin tops 

friction polish finish 

Richard Allen 
Stool (side view) 
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  ( P h o t o s  b y  P h i l  H a l l )  

Richard Allen 
Stool (top view) 

  

Henri Weems 
7-inch natural edge Crag Apple bowl 

  

Ed Karch 
Cow skull assemblage 

various carved and turned wooden parts 

Tom Huber 
Cottonwood crotch wing bowl and 9-inch Maple burl bowl 

salad bowl finish 

Joyce Beene 
Maple baby rattle 

Kerf’s Wood Cream finish 

Frank Stepanski 
Yellow Pine Rappahannock crib dam box base 

for a Dan Finnegan ceramic bird 
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  

Frank Stepanski 
Almond box base 

for a Dan Finnegan ceramic bird 

Frank Stepanski 
Paralam box base 

for a Dan Finnegan ceramic bird 

CAW--WC--Coupon 
Coupon must be presented.  

15 % Discount on all General Finishing 

products 

 
Offer good only at Springfield 
 and Leesburg stores. 
 
Cannot be combined with any other savings offer.  

Expires March 3, 2012 

 Concord Shopping Center Leesburg Plaza 

 6123 Backlick Rd. 512 E Market St. 

 Springfield, Va. 22150 Leesburg, Va. 20176 

 703-912-6727 703-737-7880 

A A W  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e :  

w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  y o u .  

I have commonly heard that if you are member 
of the AAW you are covered by their insurance but 
what exactly does that mean? The following is a 
short summary that should clear up any questions 
you may have had concerning coverage. 

AAW members are covered with liability insur-
ance at CAW sponsored events and activities.  Mem-
bers should have their own health insurance policy 
in case of personal injury.  

What’s not covered: 
(1) Anytime someone provides instruction in 

their home shop, insurance should come under their 
home owners insurance.  This would be pertinent to 
our mentor program. 

(2) If someone who is not an AAW member caus-
es an accident or injury at a CAW sponsored event, 
then that person and the club are not covered.  This 
is why you must be a member of AAW to do any 
hands on activities. 

Concerning coverage for Outreach programs: 
Youth outreach programs need to be approved 

by the Board so that the program is considered a 
sanctioned event.  Students must sign up to be 
members of AAW for a free 1 year membership 
which covers them from liability in the same way as 
above.  Students should be highly encouraged to 
show proof of medical coverage through a family 
policy. 

Please remember that insurance is not a substi-
tute for always making safety come first. 

Thanks, 
      Steve Schwartz, President 
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 

 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products . 

Will provide quote upon request. 

Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving 

woodworking and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast 

service, fair prices, and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper 

sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web 

site then we have it in stock and ready to ship. 

R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand.com. 

Contact RJ at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand.com 

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 

Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www.pennstateind.com and 

email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or quetions. Also note that Amy is 

a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories. 
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

Mentor Program: Please contact 

Annie Simpson at 

simpson.annie@gmail.com 

Phone - 703.391.7950 
 

 Eric Desilva 
 Arlington, VA 

 

 Raymond Inaba 
 Solomons, MD 
 

 Maryam Keleshame 
 Woodbridge, VA 
 

 John Kennedy 
 Leonardtown, MD 
 

 C. J. (Zeke) Miller 
 Colonial Beach, VA 
 

 Zachary Scott 
 King George, VA 
 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 

Newsletter is the 

official publication 

of the Capital Area 

Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 

towards the Wilson Bridge over the 

Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the 

VA side. 

Approximately 1 .9 miles south, you 

will pass the Beacon mall complex 

with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 

past the main entrance to Beacon 

mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 

1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 

Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 

Drive to the East side of the 

building. Parking is on the side or in 

the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 

shop and meeting rooms is off the 

back corner of the east side of 

Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
Phil Mannino at 

philemann@verizon.net 

mailto:simpson.annie@gmail.com
mailto:phileman@cox.net

