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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  

Saturday, February 8, 2014,  
8:30 to 3:00 at Bryant HS. 

Hints, Tips, and Tricks – Your  Turn 

  

 This annual CAW program is a great chance 

for the audience to pick up some valuable 

information and for members to “give back”.  

I’m excited about the folks that have 

volunteered so far and equally hopeful that 

more people volunteer.  Please email me 

(woodatf16@cox.net) to volunteer.  Current time 

slots for volunteers are 30 to 45 minutes, but 

you need not be that long.  

 So far, I have signed-up CA, Don Johnson, 

Patrick O’Brien, Bill Hardy, Richard Allen, Ed 

Karsh, Stan Wellborn, and Bob Kahane.  If I 

can’t fill all the slots then I shall sign myself up.  

You folks can save the audience from my tender 

mercies simply by enough of you volunteering 

to run us until 2:30 PM.  

Frank Jessup 

 

 Thanks to Richard Allen for a great day 
of demonstration and ideas.  I would like to let 
you know that Richard has at least another 
dozen ideas that he did not have a chance to 
share.  Maybe next year. 

 The subject of this coming meeting is one 
that has been often requested and has always 
been interesting.  That is, “Hints, Tips, and 
Tricks.”  It will be a day of “why didn’t I think 
of that…?” moments. 

 March is going to be the start of our 
Professional demonstrators and this year is 
nothing short of a Cavalcade of Stars.  Mr. Nick 
Agar is going to kick things off and if you have 
never heard of Nick you should check out his 
work at http://www.turningintoart.com/
index.php.   

 I look forward to seeing y’all on 
February 8th. This year is going to bring CAW 
to a number of different venues for spreading 
the word and education about our craft.  So let’s 
get together and have a safe and happy year 
and let the shavings fly. 

 Happy and Safe Turning. 

Bob 
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No admission fee.  Primo subs will be ordered 

for lunch. $8.00 sub, chips and a drink. Orders 

will be placed by 10 AM.  
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Bob Pezold started the January meeting by 
introducing members:  Megan, Ken from Ohio, and 
Stan.  Megan and Stan are new to turning. 

Nothing has been officially published but the 
2014 Virginia Woodturners 2-Day Symposium is 
scheduled on the same weekend as the CAW Sep-
tember meeting.  It is too late for CAW to reschedule 
our meeting.  We already signed the contract with 
Fairfax County for renting the space in Bryant 
School and Molly Winton is the scheduled profes-
sional demonstrator.   

There are several openings still available in the 
Professional Workshops (see CAW website for dates 
and demonstrators).  Send Bob Pezold an email if 
you are interested in attending one of the workshops. 
If the workshop you are interested in is full put your 
name on the wait list.  If someone has to cancel they 
forfeit their $50 deposit and the person on the wait 
list pays the remaining balance. 

The 2013 Holiday Party was a great success.  A 
big thanks goods to Gerry Headley for his organizing 
and planning for the party.  Had a good turnout – 
more than 70 people attended.  Looking for a volun-
teer to organize this year’s Holiday Party.  Gerry is 
putting together a “how-to” book to make an easy 
transition.  The 2014 Summer Picnic and Holiday 
Party were not budgeted items but, based on the 
success of the Holiday Party, we are going to have 
both.  To help fund both events, we started a “White 
Elephant” sale and a “50/50” raffle, which were both 
a great success.  Mike McVeigh was the “50/50” 
winner and generously donated his winnings to the 
CAW Party Fund. 

CA Savoy – Operations Director:  Skill Enhance-
ment Workshops (SEW) are scheduled for the 2nd 
Wednesday and last Tuesday of the month.  Email 
CA if interested in attending.  There will be an 
additional SEW on January 14th. 

Frank Jessup – Program Director: Still looking 
for volunteers for next month’s Tips and Tricks.  If 
you have a tip or trick but don’t want to demonstrate, 
tell Frank and he will find a demonstrator. The 
March meeting will have a short business portion 
and the remaining time devoted to the professional 
demonstrator - Nick Agar. 

Phil Mannino – Treasurer:  Reminder on dues - 
we have started a new year so dues are due.     

Scotty Hurly – Safety Director:  Provided a 
safety reminder that can be posted in your workshop.  
Also mentioned that American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW) has the book “Safety for 
Woodturners” available on the AAW website. 

N o t e s  f r o m  C A W  M e e t i n g  

b y  A n d r e a  D o l l a r  

 First let me inform you that I’m trying to get 
Captain Eddie Castelin for a 2 day workshop.  This 
hinges on whether the Blue Ridge Turners get him.  
One of the ways I work with other clubs is that if 
they have someone of interest coming into the local 
area, I’ll try to hire them based on reduced/shared 
travel expenses.  Often, as will be the case if we get 
Captain Eddie, I have already booked someone for 
the monthly program, but can still find time for 
another workshop or two.  Last year we held six 
days of exciting workshops given by Professionals 
that weren’t available for a CAW meeting day 
demonstration. 
 Our March program will be Nick Agar.  It 

should be a good program and I’m looking forward 

to it.  I respect George Jones’ work, and he has been 

following Nick for a few years and takes his classes 

every chance he gets.  Also, everyone that I know 

who went to Tampa gave me favorable reports on 

Nick.  I also signed Nick up for two days of 

workshops.  If you missed out on the workshop, you 

will definitely want to attend the March meeting!  

 By the way, I snagged you a good deal on 

Nick.  Using George, who is hosting Nick – thank you 

George – as my stalking horse, I discovered Nick is 

traveling from England to do some event in New 

York State.  So I emailed Nick (with George as copy 

to) and told him, “hey you gotta fly into somewhere, 

instead of New York why not Dulles or BWI and we’ll 

buy you a ticket from here to your event in New 

York State.”  So with George’s help we are having a 

famous Englishman with our travel expenses being 

but a one-way ticket from here to New York.  Frugal, 

I say.  PS:  See George’s article/advertisement for 

Nick elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

Please email me to get yourself scheduled to 
participate in this month’s Hints, Tips, and Tricks. 

Frank Jessup   woodatf16@cox.net 

P r o g r a m s  U p d a t e  

b y  F r a n k  J e s s u p  

mailto:woodatf16@cox.net?subject=Hints-tips-tricks
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Y o u  S a y  Y o u  D o n ’ t  U s e  a  S k e w ?  b y  F r a n k  J e s s u p  

Are you one of the folks that claim not to use 

a skew?  I feel guilty, sort of like I’m holding 

myself up as some sort of very good turner; 

bragging if you will, simply by advocating for 

skew mastery. 

CAW’s first professional workshop in 2013 

featured Barbara Dill, whose “thing” is off-

center turning.  When asked, she specifically 

stated that all her past efforts to master the skew 

had resulted in getting hurt (hands, wrist, and 

elbows) from catches.  To compensate for her so 

called “no skew” use, Barbara has developed 

and mastered a half inch spindle gouge sharp-

ened at 30 degrees. What is normal for a spindle 

gouge is somewhere on the blunt side of 45 de-

grees; up until that time I was sharpening all 

my spindle gouges at 47 degrees and preferred 

them 3/8” inches for size.  C A copied her grind 

on a Henry Taylor for me, and I made some 

sweet cuts with it.  I’ve since moved away from 

it because using the Wolverine sharpening sys-

tem, you can’t do the tip and sides at 30 degrees 

without resetting the jig.  I don’t want to spend 

the time it takes for two set-ups to accomplish-

ing a single sharpening. 

Since I’ve mentioned C A — CAW’s resident 

sharpening expert — I should point out that he 

was sharpening his spindle gouges at 45 de-

grees and claimed to use a skew only as a nega-

tive rake scraper.  Since the failed attempt to 

sharpen at 30 degrees at a single setting, C A 

has developed a 40 degree ground spindle 

gouge with a relaxed or shortened bevel.  The   

C A grind on a 1/2" spindle gouge essentially 

has become my sole spindle gouge.  In fact, I’m 

currently the owner and frequent user of 3 of 

the ONEWAY 1/2" Master Cut Spindle Gouges 

(you never know – they could quit making 

them!).  With 3 gouges, I can work all day be-

fore they need sharpening, as they are M-4 steel 

and hold an edge very well.  Now I often do 

many spindle work projects start to finish with 

the 40 degree spindle gouges and have shifted 

my preference in spindle gouges from a 3/8” to 

1/2" size.  With the long grind and with relaxed 

bevel, I can get into tight spots and still benefit 

from reduced tool vibration.  The only thing I’m 

now doing with a 3/8” conventional ground 

spindle gouge is hollowing boxes, and that’s 

only because mine are very short (worn nearly 

to the point of no flute left) and therefore pretty 

stiff.  Please note I do not now, nor have I ever 

been an advocate for spindle gouges below 3/8” 

– too much vibration. 

So why bore you with all this background in 

an article about skew use?  Just about all cuts 

with a pointy spindle gouge are either cuts just 

ahead of center point or bevel rubbing “push” 

cuts, again cutting just ahead of the tip.  Wrap 

yourself around this - spindle gouge cuts where 

the cut is on the leading edge, before the tip, are 

skewing cuts!  A skew could possibly make 

these cuts a bit better if you are steadier with 

the skew, as there wouldn’t be any of what I call 

“hesitation marks” - tool marks that result in 

need to sand to the bottom of the deepest mark.  

Also, rubbing the bevel too hard (an easier sin 

for me to commit with a gouge than with a 

skew) results in light colored bands around the 

turning which are “bruised” wood.  These 

bruises are very hard to sand away and if not 

removed will take finish differently than the 

rest of the wood.  

There are also a lot of other skew cuts that 

you are perhaps making with other tools: 

 On the exterior of a bowl most of the 

“pull” and “shearing” cuts are skew cuts 

with a bowl gouge.  I’m reluctant to point 

this out as I strongly advise you to keep 

skews away from bowl work.  

 Once you have a cylinder pretty much in 

the round (spindle work, not faceplate 
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Y o u  S a y  Y o u  D o n ’ t  U s e  a  S k e w ?  c o n t i n u e d  

work), angling the roughing gouge and 

pushing the cut along the cylinder (just 

keep those ears from engaging) is a skew-

ing cut that will result in a much improved 

surface. 

 I got this profile (a somewhat safer version 

of skew) from looking at and sharpening a 

tool that Kurt Hertzog was carrying (I think 

he got the tool from Keith Holt).  In many 

of the old carbon steel tool sets there was a 

so called “spear tool.”  Looked at from the 

top, the business end was a triangle with 

point at middle forward.  From the tip back 

to straight shaft each side has a bevel to-

ward the bottom.  To sharpen the tool 

(sorry, no jig I’m aware of will do this) you 

grind both bevels in a convex shape to 

lengthen the bevel and produce a slight 

curve on each cutting edge.  This tool is 

used tilted across the tool rest so the bevel 

is rubbing with the flat top tilted in the di-

rection of the cuts; to cut in other direction, 

use the other side of tool.  This tool will 

make beautiful cuts and is perhaps a bit 

safer than a skew.  

 Nick Cook is still advocating the oval skew.  

The oval skew has a bad rap as it is hard to 

sharpen.  I don’t understand why, as like 

any other skew, you set the tool rest 

properly on the grinder and then gently 

land the tool, bevel to wheel.  With the 

skew held at the correct angle you then 

move it across that properly “leveled” 

grinding wheel.  An oval is just a small 

round skew.  It only presents additional 

sharpening difficulty on initial shaping, go-

ing from round rod to skew. 

Let me summarize this by pointing out that 

even when you don’t have a skew in your 

hands, you are likely making a lot of skewing 

cuts, many of which would perhaps require less 

sanding (the prime objective of all turners!) if 

you were actually using a skew.  This isn’t to 

say that the time based rule of “best tool is often 

the one in your hands” is out the window.  I 

suggest, you go to a Nick Cook demonstration 

(not trying to take anything away from the mas-

ter, just, using him as an example to make an 

efficiency point), he’ll do a bulb dibble with 

nothing but a skew and then during the rest of 

his demonstration he will often use a spindle 

gouge where a skew would perhaps have made 

a better cut.  However, the gouge was in his 

hands and he’s known for his speed (in his most 

recent demonstration for CAW he finished 19 

projects in about 5 hours!). 

To close, I published just last month an arti-

cle on a basic set up for woodturning (a rather 

daunting project but easier when I have a studio 

full of dust catchers, some of whom are un-

derused substitutes for mastery of the skew).  I 

also feel compelled to confess that my mastery 

of the skew remains a work in process!  In my 

five tool basic set of chisels there isn’t a skew.  

However, two last thoughts on that: 

1) A skew could in extreme cases cause a be-

ginner to give up in frustration.  So, at least wait 

until you can make skewing cuts with non-

skews before considering mastery of the skew. 

2) The difficulty of mastering the skew 

should not deter you in your pursuit of reduced 

sanding. To save on wood and make boo-boos 

less dramatic, try driving your practice spindles 

with a dead center.  A catch when driving with 

a dead center (such as the ONEWAY Safe 

Drive) will cause the wood to slip against the 

center, perhaps stopping the wood all together.  

This often results in saving the wood rather 

than having to replace that piece of wood. 

Frank 



www.capwoodturners.org February 2014 

[ Page 5 ] 

M a r c h  D e m o n s t r a t o r — N i c k  A g a R  

 Woodturning artist Nick Agar's large-scale, multi-textured turned wood sculptures, created 

at his riverside studio and gallery in Devon, have earned him a reputation for producing highly 

individual, beautifully crafted art. 

 Nick has inspired many wood turners with his work and has traveled across the world to 

demonstrate his skills. 

 With more than 23 years experience, he has a great understanding of his medium.  

Choosing burrs and intriguing windblown or dead timber for the majority of his work, exposing 

natures treasures beneath the bark. 

 Inspired by organic forms, pottery, and his natural surroundings, he specializes in hollow 

forms, large diameter work, and surface enhancement.  He is renowned for his wall sculptures in 

particular. His award-winning work often incorporates carving, weaving and metalwork. 

 In addition to exhibiting widely and appearing at international conferences both as a 

demonstrator and a judge, Nick is in constant demand for commissions from collectors and his wide 

range of clients including HRH Prince of Wales, Dukes, Duchesses and the Royal jewelers, Aspreys. 

He and his work have also featured on BBC and ITV lifestyle television programmers. 

 Nick is Patron of the Max Carey Woodturning Trust.  He is an elected member of the Devon 

Guild of Craftsmen, and a Registered Professional Turner. A member of the AWGB and AAW,  

he has also been made honorary member of several woodturning clubs. 

 I have been a student and friend of Nick’s and without reservation I have always come away 

from one of his classes with ”how did he do that” and “wow, he put me in position that I can also 

make an attempt at it.”  His method of teaching is exceptional from the beginner (my position) to the 

most advanced. I keep telling Nick that I am not a Stalker, but for the last few years if he on this side 

of the pond, I am there. This is one meeting you can’t afford to miss.    

George Jones 
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Don’t be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us 

about your woodturning activities in the 

CAW Newsletter.  Send your information 

by the 22nd of the month to Phil Brown, 

philfbrown@comcast.net, or call (301) 767-

9863. 

 Bob Horowitz will be a featured artist at the 
Artists' Undertaking Gallery in Historic Occoquan 
(309 Mill St.) from February 4th through March 3rd.  
Bob is partnering with Tatiana Harr, an artist that 
does ribbon embroidery, a very unusual art form 
with a three dimensional look on a wall hanging.  
The theme of the show is "Zimnii Prasdnik" (Winter 
Festival) and there is an artists’ reception Saturday, 
February 8th, from 1 to 5. 

Tom Boley is scheduled to teach Turning Natural 
Edge Bowls on April 19, Turning a  Three-Legged 
Stool on February 15, and Bowl Turning on Saturday, 
March 22.  These classes run from 10:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

Dave Robinson will be teaching How to Make a 
Peppermill on March 24 and 25 from 6:30 to 9:00 
PM.  

Nate Johnson teaches The Art Of Wood Burning 
on Saturday, April 5 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  

All these classes are at Woodcraft in Leesburg, 
VA.  You can register at the store, or by phone at 
(703) 737-7880, or email via the web site 
www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?
id=575&page=classes 

Felton Gilliam teaches Turning Bottle Stoppers 
on Wednesday, May 6, from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. 

Nate Johnson teaches The Art Of Wood Burning 
on Saturday, May 3, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.   

John Noffsinger is scheduled to teach 
Introduction To Hollow Turning on Mondays, March 
3 and 17, and Mondays, May 19 and June 2, from 
6:30 to 9:30 PM at Woodcraft in Springfield, VA.   

See www.woodcraft.com/stores/
storeclasses.aspx?id=327&page=classes for the 
Springfield classes. 

Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in 
Baltimore include these all-day woodturning 
workshops from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM for $150/class, 
with a 20% discount for AAW and local woodturning 
club members. Lunch and materials are included. 

The Right Start: Learn spindle turning, having fun 
making bead and cove cuts to create wine stoppers, 
mallets, and other useful objects on Sunday, 
February 9, or Saturday, March 15. 

Bowl Turning Fundamentals. Using green wood, 

learn safe use of the lathe and tools, and basic bowl 
turning techniques in the morning, then choose 
your log, turn and finish a bowl in the afternoon.  
Saturday, February 8. 

Advanced Bowl Turning: Tackle end grain turning 
or try a natural edged bowl.  Or need a larger lathe 
for a special project? Looking for a bowl in your own 
piece of wood?  This is a class for students who have 
completed the basic bowl turning class and are 
ready for the next step.  Sunday, March 16. 

The Next Step Morning Workshops, from 9:00 
AM to Noon, are for students who have completed 
The Right Start or the Beginning Bowl Turning 
workshops.  The first hour is a demonstration of a 
specific skill or project.  Students then have the 
remaining time for directed practice of that skill, 
$75.  Skill sessions are The Skew, Saturday, February 
15, or Making Plates, Saturday, March 22.  

Want to stay for the afternoon 1:00 to 4:00PM?  
Bring a lunch and sign up for The Open Studio ($30 
for returning students) on the above three dates. 

To register, phone or e-mail Nancy Supik, (410) 
732-8414, or mailto:nancy@marksupikco.com?
subject=Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Craft Shows and Exhibits are on page 9 

 

 

A b o u t  O u r  M e m b e r s  b y  P h i l  B r o w n  
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  ( P h o t o s  b y  P h i l  H a l l )  

CA Savoy 
Sea Urchin Bird House 

  

Patrick O’Brien 
12-in Oak salad bowl 

  

Patrick O’Brien 
3-in Sycamore bowl 

  

Paul Miller 
10-in Mesquite salad bowl 

  

Paul Miller 
Desert Iron wood ball & stand 

with Turquoise inlay 

Scott Hurley 
pair of Maple baby rattles 
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  ( P h o t o s  b y  P h i l  H a l l )  

Allan Schlesinger 
10-in natural-edge Cherry bowl 

  

Don Johnson 
Maple “Pickel” helmet box 

  

Mark Heatwole 
Maple Xmas bell and profile Cherry Xmas trees 

  

Bill Hardy 
8-in Maple pepper mill 

  

Phil Hall 
5-in Walnut square bowl 

  

Phil Hall 
6-in Red Cedar hollow form 
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I n s t a n t  G a l l e r y  c on t ’ d  

Ed Karch 
5 x 14-in Holly and horn sculpture 

  

Ed Karch 
5 x 14-in Maple and Gazelle horn sculpture 

  

Tom Huber 
Spalted Maple urn with 
Ebony and Wenge finial 

A b o u t  o u r  M e m b e r s  c on t ’ d  

 

Baltimore Craft Show 

The ACC Baltimore Craft Show with 650 
exhibitors will be at the Convention Center, One 
West  Pratt Street, on Friday, February 21, 10 AM to 
8 PM; Saturday, February 22, from 10 AM to 6 PM; 
and Sunday, February 23, from 11 AM to 5 PM.  ACC 
members enter free.  Purchase a $14 admission at 
www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-american-craft-council
-show-in-baltimore-tickets-8022827493  Otherwise 
it is $16 at the door.  A special Friday evening 
admission is $5 after 5 PM.  Exhibiting woodturners 
are shown at http://
shows.craftcouncil.org/2014/62/44, and wood 
workers, including a couple of turners, are listed at 
http://shows.craftcouncil.org/2014/62/43  

 
CWA-Sponsored Exhibition at SOFA 

CHICAGO 2014  

"BEYOND BOUNDARIES: WOOD ART FOR THE 
21st CENTURY" is an exhibition sponsored by 
Collectors of Wood Art over the short but significant 
period of October 30 — November 2, 2014 at SOFA.  
The application deadline is March 20, 2014.  See 
details at http://collectorsofwoodart.org/news/
detail/550 

 

Call for submissions in Fredericksburg 

Artful Dimensions, a nonprofit gallery for 3 – D 
art in Fredericksburg, VA, is sponsoring a juried art 
show “Dimensional Expressions” during the month 
of April that is open to all 3–D artists.  The fee is $25 
for first work plus $10 for each additional work 
entered.  The application deadline is February 18.   
Get more information and the application at http://
www.artfuldimensionsgallery.com/AprilJuried%
20Show.pdf  
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 

 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping. 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available. 

Will provide quote upon request.   

Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist 

serving woodworking and woodturning workshops, 

founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, and 

superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper 

sheets, and sanding belts, and we can ship them to you 

today. 

 If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship. 

 R. J. Stroman at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: 

www. 2sand.com 

 

 

 

Whether turning, burning, or carving, LandingCrafts.com offers the finest products 

for craftspeople of all abilities.   Use discount code CAWDSC and get an automatic 

10% discount at LandingCrafts.com.  Certain products carry a larger discount, so con-

tact Amy Rothberg at landingcrafts@gmail.com if you have questions.  
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

  
 

  
 
 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 
Newsletter is the 

official publication 
of the Capital Area 
Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 
towards the Wilson Bridge over the 
Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the 
VA side. 

Approximately 1.9 miles south, you 
will pass the Beacon mall complex 
with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 
past the main entrance to Beacon 
mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 
1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 
Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 
Drive to the East side of the 
building. Parking is on the side or in 
the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 
shop and meeting rooms is off the 
back corner of the east side of 
Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
 Phil Mannino at: 

philemann@verizon.net 

M e n t o r  P r o g r a m  

Please contact Gerry Headley and Bob Pezold at: 

mentoring@capwoodturners.org 
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