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The CAW Newsletter is the official publication of the Capital Area Woodturners, Inc. and is a chapter 
of the AAW, and is published for the information of its members.

Capital Area Woodturners
Newsletter

www.capwoodturners.org

WHAT TO LOOK FOR THIS MONTH

CAW’s annual symposium is here once again.  I think we have a very eclectic line-up ready to improve your  
skills or increase your knowledge base.  I want to thank those members who volunteered their time to give the  
membership the benefit of their experience.  Now let’s get to it…..the schedule (subject to change).

Aaron Grebeldinger Boxes and boxes
Steve Schwartz Bowl Fluting Jig
CA Savoy Tool Sharpening (what else!)
Gerry Headley Accenting Pens
Don Johnson A Bowl with Legs
Ed Karch A Threaded Box using the Baxter Thread Cutter
Mike Kinney Unwanted Tools

Time Show ‘n Tell Meeting Shop
9:30-10:45 Gerry CA Steve
11:00-12:15 TBD Aaron Don
1:15-2:30 TBD Ed Mike

For the “Unwanted Tools” segment I’ll quote member Ray Bowers on the idea, “I know that we have all bought  
things that looked neat in a catalog but once we got our hands on them, realized they didn’t really do what we  
wanted or was a complete waste of money.  So, I thought it would be neat for folks to bring in different tools  
they have, either to demo, show/tell or make available for others to briefly try.” 

So…..got one or more tools that might fit in this category?  I know I do!  So bring it (them) in and meet me in  
the shop at 1:15 and we can have a look or try it out.

Meeting Schedule for - April
8:00 am  ̶  Set up for the demos. Look over the For Sale items. Have a cup of coffee and donut with 
your fellow turners.
9:00 am  ̶  No Show & Tell this month.  The business meeting will be short
9:30 am – 12:00 noon – CAW Symposium
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – CAW Symposium

Dates To Remember
April 9 — Monthly CAW Meeting At Bryant HS (8:30 am – 3:00 pm)
April 13 & 26 — Skill Enhancement Workshop At Bryant HS (9:00 am -3:00 pm; $5 fee if using 
any tools (lathe, band saw, drill press, etc. )
Must be AAW member to use any tools. Watching is free.

file:///Users/richardallen/Desktop/CAW_Newsletter_Articles/04_2011_newsletter/http://www. capwoodturners. org
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What Happened Last Month by Richard Allen

The March meeting was more lightly attended than the previous month.  The count was 70 people.  There was  
one guest and three new members.  The meeting started with the Show & Tell table.  The table had contributions  
from several turners.  Look at the Show & Tell section of this newsletter to see what gems were brought in.

The meeting had a call for volunteers, especially back-ups for clothing and the video library.  The  
“Woodworking Show” at the Dulles Expo Center, which is the CAW membership drive, was the same weekend.  
Read about the “Woodworking Show” in a separate article.  There was mention of  future meetings.  Primarily  
the business meeting was short.

The demo was Tom Boley doing a platter using double stick tape for mounting.  This was a lively demo with  
Tom going into detail about many aspects of woodturning.  The process depicted was as follows:

Cut your platter blank round on the bandsaw.
Draw a circle or two in the center the same size or slightly larger than the face plate you will be using.
Make sure you have a smooth flat side to the blank such as that achieved by planning a side flat.
Apply two strips of double stick tape to the faceplate.
Position the faceplate on the blank using the drawn circles to align the faceplate.
Apply pressure to insure the platter blank is stuck to the table which is stuck to the faceplate.  Use a clamp or  
weight to help insure this connection.
Mount the platter blank/faceplate on the lathe and bring up the tail stock for safety.
The exposed side (tailstock side) is what will become the underside of the platter.
Turn the underside of the platter, finish turn and finish sand the underside ensuring a flat portion for mounting.
Draw a circle as big or sightly bigger than the faceplate.
Pry the half turned platter from the faceplate and double-face tape.
Apply new tape to the faceplate and position the faceplate, using the drawn circle on the underside of the platter.
Mount the platter and faceplate on the lathe, bringing up the tailstock for safety.
Turn the top side of the platter with an effort to make an even thickness for the platter.
Finish sand, apply finish...
Slowly and carefully pry the platter off the faceplate.

Please note that the tailstock is removed to turn the middle on each side of the platter.

While that describes the process and each of the steps in the process, except sanding, was shown and talked  
about in detail.  Tom expressed himself so that everyone fully understood each step of the process.  Tom also  
invited and welcomed club input on any and all issues presented in the demo.  Tom was well prepared to discuss  
all aspects of of the demo.  There was a discussion of three different cuts with a bowl gouge:

The basic bevel rubbing bowl cut.
The pull cut which Tom called the shear cut.
The shear scrape.

If you want details of theses cuts, how the cuts are made and the effects of the cuts please talk with Tom at a  
future meeting.  Tom fully understands these cuts and he can easily show you how and why these cuts are used.

There was a good deal of talk from Tom and the crowd about safety.  Tom is a big fan of face shields and  
provided many good reasons for wearing a face shield.  There was no opposing discussion.  There was a good  
deal of discussion about wearing a glove while turning.  Tom wears a glove primarily to protect his hand from  
heat.   One of the club members in attendance who is a retired hand surgeon explained that wearing a glove is a  
very bad idea.  If you are on the fence about the safety and effectiveness of wearing a glove while turning you  
should talk to these club members about your concerns.
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CAW President's Message (Gerry Headley)

A double thank you to Tom Boley!  He put on a great demonstration at our 
March meeting.  His platter turning made me want to go out and find some 
boards to play with.  I also found his story of the woman who wanted wooden 
steak plates interesting.  I hadn’t thought of it before, but I suppose wooden 
plates would make steaks stay hotter longer.  I might have to try that.  The 
second thing that I give thanks for is his great job running the Chantilly 
Wood Working show.  CA Savoy has done a great service to our club in 
running since it began some 11 years ago and Tom did a wonderful job in 
taking it on this year.  My thanks to all of you that came out and either 
demonstrated or acted as a spokesperson for CAT and CAW clubs.
 
In April, we will have our annual mini-symposium.  This ought to be a great 
event as we will get to see a number of our fellow turners demonstrating their 
talents and tricks that we can learn from.  If you have someone in mind that 
has always been interested in woodturning, but hadn’t seen it, this might be 
the time to invite them as a guest.  Remember, all guests are free for their 
first visit.  They don’t have to join up or pay a door charge. (In fact, for April, 
there are no demo fees). 
 
With the weather gradually becoming nice, I hope to see you all at the next 
meeting.
 
Gerry Headley
CAW President
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Smithsonian Craft Show (Phil Brown)

The Smithsonian Craft Show will be at the National Building Museum April 14 to 17.  Hours are 10 AM to 8  
PM on Thursday and Friday, 10 AM to 6 PM on Saturday, and 11 AM to 5 PM on Sunday.  Ten exhibitors show  
wood, and are listed on pages 12 and 13 at:  
www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/CS2011Show/ExhibitorsDirectoryMedium.pdf .
Collectors of Wood Art will give an Excellence in Wood award worth $1,000.
More show www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/CS2011Show/ExhibitorsDirectoryMedium.pdf . information is at:  
http://www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/indexmain.asp
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Upcoming Meeting & Event Information (Mike Kenny)

Mini-Symposium 04/09/11
Graeme Priddle 05/14/11  workshop @ $70
Picnic 06/11/11
TBD 07/09/11
Keith Tompkins 08/13/11  workshop @ ???

CAW New Members

Bob Allison Woodbridge, VA
Susana Almuina Arlington, VA
Bruce Boke Upper Marlboro, MD
Jack Edwards McLean, VA
John Koch Alexandria, VA
Briceno Luis Alexandria, VA
Bill McClintock Springfield, VA
Dick Stohr Springfield, VA
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CAW Member Article (by Richard Allen)

Making a Platter with Accent Strips out of 4/4 stock (part 2 of 3)

This article will explain how I make platters like those pictured.
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You may recall last months article explained stock selection and feature strip design considerations.  This month  
is all about glue and initial mounting of the platter blank.

I use West System epoxy with the slow hardener for these joints.  I have also used MAS epoxy and Evercoat  
epoxy.  Each of these works fine.  The West System with slow hardener is the clearest.  I use that clear attribute  
when filling grain on a turning that is going to be used in the kitchen.  So I find myself using that mix for most of  
my epoxy needs.

The epoxy procedure is as follows:

1. All the joints are prepared and inspected for a good fit.
2. Mix up enough epoxy for all surfaces but not to exceed 4 pumps volume
3. Wipe the glue joint surface of any oily woods like cocobolo with acetone
4. Apply a coat of epoxy to each joint surface ( for the 12” platter with two feature strips that would be 8  

surfaces).
5. The feature strips will take the glue well but the angled cuts will have some exposed end grain.  The end  

grain will absorb the epoxy more than the side gain of the feature strips.  So it is a good idea to inspect  
the “wetted” surfaces of the field wood glue joints with a glancing light so that you can insure that the  
epoxy will be available for the joint.

6. I will often mix in some filler with the epoxy at this point and paint this thickened epoxy onto every joint  
(but only on one surface).  The thickened epoxy will do three things.  First it will not be so readily  
absorbed into the end grain thus insuring that there is epoxy present in the joint.  Second the filler will  
eliminate the clear nature of the epoxy so that any gaps that might be filled by the epoxy will not  
transmit light.  (If you hold the finished turning up to a back light you won’t see any light coming  
through the glue joints.)  Third the filler will add strength to any glue joint with a small gap.

7. The whole thing is clamped up.  This is easier to say than to do.  The epoxy is slippery stuff and the  
angled cuts mean that the wood wants to slide as pressure is applied.  I find that clamps along the end  
grain as well as the pressure clamping across the grain is necessary.  If you do a dry fit and clamping  
along with some taping with a hammer you should uncover a clamping schema that will work for you.  
Do not over tighten the clamps.  All you need to do is make sure glue is squeezing out of the joints.  To  
much pressure can starve the joint for glue.

Once the glue up is cured draw a circle and center point on the blank.  Cut out the circle roughly on the bandsaw  
(or jig saw if you don’t have a bandsaw).
Make sure one side of the blank had a 4” to 5” flat and smooth spot on the center of the side without the center  
mark.  I use a random orbit sander fitted with 60 grit or coarser sandpaper.

Mount the blank smooth side toward the headstock between a chuck with the jaws opened up and the live center  
in the tailstock.  We are counting on the face of the chuck jaws being true to the lathe and the smooth sanded part  
of the platter stock being true to the blank.  Mounting between centers is quick easy and very secure.  This also  
will eliminate very little thickness.

(part 3 next month – turning and finishing the platter)
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Vendors

  CA places  ONEWAY order through out the month.
Check your catalog or call up ONEWAY website at www.oneway.on to see what’s available and email your order  
to CA at cadjsavoy@cox.net
Orders can be picked up at  Bryant during monthly meeting, at SE workshops on the second Wed. and last Tue.  
of  each month or can be shipped directly to you.
CAW--ONEWAY SALE –APRIL 2011
20% OFF!!!  MOST PRODUCTS PLUS SHIPPING!!!
20% OFF MOST PRODUCTS AND FREE SHIPPING ON INDIVIDUAL ORDERS OVER $850.00!!!! 
SALES DO NOT INCLUDE LATHES!!!!
Will provide quote upon request.
 Happy and Safe Turning!!!  CA SAVOY

2Sand. com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving woodworking 
and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, 

and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can 
ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship.
R. J. Stroman, a CAW member, operates 2sand. com.
Contact Rob at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand. com

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 
Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www. pennstateind. com and 
email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or questions. Also note that Amy 
is a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories.

Steve Schwartz will have pieces for sale in the juried art show “Art at the Mill” in Millwood, VA.  April 23 – 
May 8.  The Mill is just off Route 17 North about 7 miles before Winchester.  For more information and 
directions go to www.clarkehistory.org

http://www.clarkehistory.org/
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Show and Tell
The CAW Newsletter’s Show and Tell section has a new look. As you can see, now included with each picture  
(the Show part) is a write-up by the woodturner (the Tell part). If you bring in an item for Show and Tell and you  
get Phil Hall to take a picture of it, you will be given the opportunity to tell everyone about it in the newsletter.  
You are welcome to be as verbose or as brief as you like. What a deal! !

This table was made as a thank you for looking after my daughter  
during a time when she need looking after.  I wanted to make the  
table from a dark wood and visited Vienna Hardwoods to select and  
purchase a dark wood.  I needed some 4/4 stock and some 8/4  
stock.  The 4/4 stock would be used for the table top and the 8/4  
stock would be used for the base and legs.  The wood suggested and  
selected was Paduak.

I had purchased the Vicmark Oval Turning Device at the Richmond 
Symposium.  I had not used the device much at all, only to setup  
the device and make some test cuts.  So this table top was the first  
try at making a finished oval turning.

As is usual with my platters I included feature strips in the oval  
turning.  To improve the oval effect I cut three groves in the top  
which I filled with colored epoxy.

The epoxy process is as follows:

Apply epoxy to the groves so that the epoxy will form a barrier to  
the color.  Mix epoxy filler and color and use that mixture to fill the  
groves.  The green color was selected because I like the look of  
green with the red/brown of the Paduak.  The feature strips are  
holly.  The problem with Paduak is that the sanding dust get on and  
in everything.  Blowing the holly off with compressed air helps but  
as the dust gets finer the compressed air has less and less impact on  
the cleaning effort.

The pedestals use the golden ratio with the beading being about 2/3  
of the way up the pedestals.  The bulge in the lower section of the  
pedestals is about 2/3 the way up the lower section.  The bulge in  
the upper section of the pedestals is about 2/3 the way up the  upper  
section.

The base was done mostly freehand.

The pedestals were placed at the aproximate foci points of the oval  
top.  The finish is wipe on polly.

Richard Allen - Oval Paduak Table

Richard Allen - Oval Table Top Detail
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At the previous months meeting I showed a “valentines” platter I  
had made and decorated for my wife.  Amy mentioned that a  
platter was just what my wife needed.  It is true that my home is  
full of platters I have made.  I like making platters.  I like the  
option which platters provide.  I like the way that platters display  
and the way that platter show off wood.

Amy has a second hobby of golf.  So I thought that decorating the  
rim of a platter with a golf course might be better received by Amy.

I made the platter in the usual way with curly maple and feature  
strips of cocobolo.  The design of the golf course was applied to  
graph paper.  I then transferred the design to the rim of the platter  
with transfer paper.  After burning in the transferred pattern I  
applied reactive dye with four shades of green and one shade of 
blue.  Three of the greens were made by mixing blue dye with  
yellow dye.

The back is inscribed with the list of golf holes indicating the  
length of the hole and the par for that hole.

Different dye reacts differently.  I selected MX Reactive dye mixed  
with water because this dye is one of the most color fast dyes I  
know of.  Using water, instead of alcohol or oil helps to insure that  
the dye will not smear when applying wipe on polly.  MX Reactive  
dye has the added benefit of being cheap.  Two oz of dye cost less  
than $10.  Two oz of dye is enough to dye hundreds of these  
platters.

Miniature Threaded Boxes + Taqua nut vase  -  EEE finish

Richard Allen - Golf Platter Front

Richard Allen - Golf Platter Back

Don Hart - Threaded Boxes
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Henri Weems -  8” x 3”  Shallow Maple Dish  -  EEE & paste wax  
finish

Steve Schwartz  -  9” x 10” Maple Natural Edge Hollow Form  -  
unfinished

Gene Milstead -  8”  Poplar & Oak Globe  - shellac finish

Henri Weems -  8x3 Maple Dish

Steve Schwartz  -  9x10 Maple 

Gene Milstead -  8”  Poplar & Oak Globe
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Steve Schwartz  -  4.5” x 15”  Osage Orange Hollow Form 
Vase -  wipe-on Poly finish

Dick Stohr  -  2” x 2.5 “  Ash Spin Top  -  friction polish finish

Steve Swartz - Osage Orange Vase

Dick Stohr  -  2” x 2.5 “  Ash Spin Top
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Paul Miller  -  5” x 1.75 “  Maple Baby Rattle  -  walnut oil finish

Sam Lowenstein  -  Rosewood & Cherry Shift Knob + Dogwood & 
Maple/Purple Heart Pens

Paul Miller  -  5x1.75  Maple Baby Rattle

Sam Lowenstein  - Shift Knob & Pens
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CAW 2011 Officer Roster

President, Gerry Headley,
gerryh3333@aol.com (410) 286-5958
PO Box 164, Owings, MD 20736

Vice President, Steve Schwartz
graphicsstudio@cox.net (540) 371-5641
172 Morton Rd., Fredericksburg, VA 22405

Treasurer, Phil Mannino,
phileman@cox.net (703) 250-2876
11543 Clara Barton Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039

Secretary, Al Melanson,
almelanson@msn.com (703) 250-6781
5561 Ann Peake Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

Program Director, Mike Kinney,
mkinney578@aol.com (304) 279-9476
1168 Harry Shirley Rd., Kearneysville, WV 25430

Operations Director, C. A. Savoy,
cadjsavoy@cox.net (703) 765-7268
1309 Gatewood Dr., Alexandria, VA 22307

Newsletter Editor, Richard Allen,
richard@gynia.com (703) 532-7375
7026 Vagabond Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042

Club Support Volunteers

Newsletter Proofreader: Betsy Crosby, Tom Boley

Show and Tell Photos: Phil Hall, George Whipple

Video Library: Adam Beissner

Education Outreach: Aaron Grebeldinger

Bryant Display Window: George Salinas

Raffle/Auction: Walt Fink, Mike DeWan

CAW Clothing: Ben Johnson

Mentor Program: Annie Simpson

Group Buys:Frank Jessup

Coffee Center: Lou Norris, Ray Bowers

Wood Identification: Ed Karch

Donuts: Robin Watson, Ray Bowers

Video Recording: Frank Stepanski, Jeff Schnell

If your contact information changes,
including your email or mailing address,
please contact Phil Mannino at
phileman@cox.net

Skill Enhancement Points Of Contact
C. A. Savoy: cadjsavoy@cox.net
Don Johnson: drjpapaw@cox.net
Al Melanson: almelanson@msn.com
Patrick O’Brien: ohbewood@comcast.net
George Salinas: psalinas1@verizon.net
Frank Jessup: woodatf16@cox.net
Large lathes: Stubby, PM 3520, Jet 1642's, Woodfast, must be
reserved in advance of SE date. Contact CA at 
cadjsavoy@cox.net

YOU MUST ALSO BE A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS IF YOU WANT TO 
USE ANY OF THE TOOLS.

Monthly Meeting Information - 
Bryant Adult Education Center 
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria, VA
Map with driving directions here: 
www. fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm

Directions: From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 towards the Wilson 
Bridge over the Potomac River. Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) 
on the VA side. Approximately 1. 9 miles south, you will pass 
the Beacon mall complex with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 
past the main entrance to Beacon mall, go 4 more stop lights 
(about 1/2 mile. ) The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. Turn left 
and go two blocks. Bryant Center entry is on the right. Drive 
to the East side of the building.  Parking is on the side or in the 
rear of the building. The entrance to the wood working shop 
and meeting rooms is off the back corner of the east side of 
Bryant Center

Mentor Program: Annie Simpson 
e-Mail - simpson.annie@gmail.com
Phone - 703.391.7950

mailto:cadjsavoy@cox.net
file:///Users/richardallen/Desktop/CAW_Newsletter_Articles/04_2011_newsletter/http://www. fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm
mailto:phileman@cox.net
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