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This month’s meeting is Saturday, April 14th, 
 8:30 AM to 3 PM, at Bryant HS. 

M i c h a e l  H o s a l u k  

 Michael hasn’t been to the club in about 5 

years, but his talent is known worldwide.  He’ll 

create a “Teapot” (which I called a teapot from 

the likes of Alice in Wonderland) amongst other 

items this month.   

Michael in his studio in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada  

Lunch:  Orders will be taken for Primo’s $8.00 
lunch -- sub, drink and chips. Order will be placed 
with Primo by 10:00 AM. 

Please see one of the order takers to place and 
pay for your order and to get a ticket. 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

 I don’t know about you but my year has 

started off so busy that I hardly have time to 

turn.  I’ve got all these ideas of things I want to 

make swimming inside my head and need to 

convert that positive energy into finished pieces 

of art.  Time to get my priorities straight!   

 We had a wonderful Mini-Symposium 

last month.  A hearty round of applause is due 

to our demonstrators, CA, Bob, Richard, Frank, 

Dick, Joyce and Pete, for all the work they put 

into preparing their demonstrations and 

teaching their hard won skills. 

 Speaking of art I highly recommend a 

trip to the Center for Wood Art, (formerly the 

Woodturning Center for Art) in Philadelphia.  

It’s one thing to see pictures of turnings by 

famous turners, but when you them in person 

you get a better feel for why they are special.  

My wife and I thought it was well worth the 

trip. 

Thanks,  

Steve Schwartz 
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S K I L L S  E N H A N C E M E N T  M i n i -

C o u r s e s  b y  F r a n k  J e s s u p   From his website http://michaelhosaluk.com/ 
 Michael states: 
 My love of woodworking is not only for the 
beauty and mystery of the material, but in the 
inventing of new techniques and processes to create 
objects. 
 The materials I use relate to the objects I make. 
At times a piece of salvaged wood will become a 
starting point of design. Other times, a design will 
call for a piece of wood with incredible grain. Using 
plain wood like birch allows 
me to approach the objects 
as a three dimensional 
canvas. Here, I can apply a 
variety of surface design 
techniques to express an idea. 
 My work tells stories from my life, places I've 
been, people I've met, architecture, our 
environment. These stories are interwoven into the 
objects I create. Craft goes beyond the pleasure of 
our senses and deals not only with aesthetics, but 
social and ideological lives. 
 Michael is recognized internationally and in 
Canada as one of the world's most creative wood 
"turners."  Born in 1954, in Invernay, Saskatchewan, 
he is self-taught. 
 His work covers a wide range of objects and 
materials including functional vessels, furniture and 
sculptural pieces. His work is humorous and elegant, 
possesses character and 
gesture and is full of 
reference to architecture, 
nature and culture. 
Michael’s work has been 
exhibited throughout Canada, in Europe, China, 
Japan, Australia and the United States. 
 Hosaluk's pieces can be found in the multiple 
permanent collections around the world.  He has 
lectured and demonstrated extensively throughout 
Canada, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, 
Great Britain, France, Norway and Israel.  Earlier this 
year, he became an Honourary Lifetime Member of 
the Saskatchewan Crafts Council.  Michael 
Hosaluk lives and has his studio near Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.  

 This article is meant to notify members of 
upcoming SEWs.  To register for an SEW you should 
email both myself woodatf16@cox.net and C A 
Savoy cadjsavoy@cox.net.  Upcoming SEWs are: 
 April 11, Wednesday:  Student designed and 
executed bud vases.  Students will get two blanks of 
wood (minimum dimension of 3”X 3” X 6”) and with 
advice and assistance from the skill enhancement 
staff will make a bud vase from the wood provided.   
I shall also provide test tubes that are a fat 3/8” di-
ameter, 3 inches long and with about a 1/2" diame-
ter lip.   We will set up my 12 inch mini with Jacobs 
chuck in tail stock to drill the bud vases for the wa-
ter tubes.  Threading on my 12" mini is 1”X8 so a 
chuck that fits my lathe must be used to turn your 
bud vase – don’t worry we have several of those. 
Some of the wood could be spalted, so please re-
member to bring your dust mask.  Bring your tools. 
 April 24, Tuesday:  Patrick O’Brien’s ring 
holders.  If you are not aware, Patrick makes these 
for sale and has published an article on doing them.  
Since, I send and email after every SEW to draw 
attention to the next SEW, I shall attach pictures of 
Patrick’s work and his article in the email.  PLEASE 
NOTE, this course begs for the use of nice exotics 
such as cocobolo.  However, as I get a rash from any 
member of the rose wood family, I shall provide do-
mestic wood for this course. 
 May 9, Wednesday:  The first of many hol-
lows.  The intent is to keep it simple, then build on 
the skills from this simple hollow turning in future 
SEWs.  I’m thinking of a vase shape of no more than 
medium size with a large enough mouth to make 
the hollowing a bit easier.  Bring your hollowing 
tools if you have any.  The staff will provide a num-
ber of hollowing tools for students to use. CA will 
have some of his hollowing tools to sell.  
 May 10, Thursday:  Special session (that’s 
right; two days in a row) for peppermill making only.  
This will permit us to set up the large lathes for drill-
ing the mills.  If you take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, you should plan to drill multiple blanks, 
which you could turn later.  Drilling these babies is 
dog work and they require some unique size bits.  

M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  ( C o n t ’ d )  

mailto:woodatf16@cox.net
mailto:cadjsavoy@cox.net
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I’ve ordered a set of bits for the class and I will be 
advertising, via email, for a group buy of figured ma-
ple (for the blanks), and for the mechanisms before 
the course – don’t invest all you money with Uncle 
on tax day, 16 April this year.  Please watch for and 
order through the group buy; otherwise we may not 
have enough mechanisms on hand to accommodate 
all students if you wait until the last minute. 
 May 29, Wednesday:  (three SEWs in one 

month!)  Finishing rough turned bowls.  If you took 

the 27 March SEW, bring one of the rough-turned 

bowls you made then.  Or bring any other rough 

turned bowl  (some of mine are available) as long as 

it’s small enough to fit on a mini lathe 8" max.  Also, 

treat them with soap solution in order to have a 

bowl to finish at this SEW  

Note:  I know, I owe you guys an article that covers 

green wood from log section to finished bowl.  Be 

aware that I’m stuck in West Virginia from late 

March to early April.  After that, I plan to work on 

my writing backlog. 

S K I L L S  E N H A N C E M E N T  

( C o n t i n u e d )  

A b o u t  o u r  M e m b e r s  

b y  P h i l  B r o w n  

Tom Boley teaches Turning Natural Edge Bowls on 
Saturday, April 7th, and Turning a Three-Legged 
Stool on Saturday, May 19th.   
All classes run 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at WoodCraft of 
Leesburg, VA.  Call (703) 737-7880 or see:   
www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?
id=575&page=classes 

 
 
Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in 
Baltimore are: 
The Right Start, Spindle Turning:  $150/day from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM.  All materials, and lunch is 
provided, on Sunday, April 15th and Saturday May 
26th. 
 
Bowl Turning on Saturday April 14th, and Sundays 
March 11th and May 27th. 
 
Small class sizes and all skill levels welcome.  
Advanced turners, please let us know the specific 
skills you’d like to work on so that we can have the 
materials ready for you. More details are at: 
www.marksupikco.com (click on Get Schooled 
Here), or call (410) 732-8414.  There is always a 20% 
discount for woodturning club members.  For 
directions to the shop see:  www.marksupikco.com/

links/directions%20to%20shop.pdf 
 
 
Steve Schwartz has turnings entered in the juried 
spring art show at the historic Mill in Millwood.  The 
Art at the Mill show runs from April 28 through May 
13.  Directions: Follow route 17 North toward 
Winchester.  Millwood is on the right about 6 miles 
before Winchester  
 
 
Don’t be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us about 
your woodturning activities in the CAW 
Newsletter.  Send your information by the 22nd of 
the month to Phil Brown, 
philfbrown@comcast.net, or call (301) 767-
9863. 

Wednesday April 11th and Tuesday 
April 24th -- Skills  Enhancement 
Workshops at Bryant HS from 9:00 
AM to 3:00 PM. 
$5 fee i f using any tools (lathe, band 
saw, drill  press, etc. ) Must be AAW 
member to use any tools. Watching 
is free. .  
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F a s t  a n d  E a s y  S h a r p e n i n g  f o r  W o o d t u r n e r s  

b y  F r a n k  J e s s u p  

 Do not read any further if you can live with less than 
the best at a lesser price.  The sharpening system described 
and advocated below IS NOT cheap, but the best never is.  
 Still with me? Not very long ago lathe tools were avail-
able in only high carbon steel.  Those tools could be sharpened 
to perhaps as good an edge as the much improved steels in 
tools today.  However, they clearly had two disadvantages: 
 1) they were hard to sharpen without overheating – most 
grinders were 6” high speed with poor wheels and  
2) because carbon steel doesn’t deal well with the heat and 
friction associated with cutting into moving wood.  They re-
quired frequent sharpening.  
 Many of those problems are resolved with modern 
tool steel.  Heat wise high speed steel and more modern im-
proved steels can be heated to blue without affecting the tem-
per (hardness) of the tool.  Additionally, the common grinder 
today is an 8” slow speed (1725 RPM) or high speed (3500 
RPM) with more friable (softer) wheels.  Since these improved 
steels are harder and more heat resistant, they tend to hold 
and edge better. Also, several types of the more sexy steels 
(M4, various powder steels, M42, etc.) have properties that re-
sult in them requiring less frequent sharpening, and there are 
published claims that they are sharper than more ordinary 
steels.  The longer edge holding I can prove, but the claim to 
being sharpener I doubt, as the grit of grinding stone would 
determine the fineness of the edge (unless the steel particles 
are smaller and microscopically closer together).  In any case 
obviating the need for almost constant sharpening is enough 
for me.  
 I believe and can’t prove that with the sexy steel a 
good and consistent heat treatment after shaping is of greatest 
importance.  In my experience, I’ve found inconsistent heat 
treatment in Thompson tools.  I haven’t found such incon-
sistency in ONEWAY or D-Way tools.  D-Way claims testing of 
every 10th tool.  I know nothing about the new Glaser tools 
other than they are far more expensive than the other brands 
mentioned above.  
 I haven’t made a single cut with the new carbide 
tools. I hear good things but I suggest you wait awhile to jump 
on the wagon as there is a lot of premium pricing right now. 
One of these tools consists of a round cuter, a fastener (usually 
a hex screw) that’s attached to a piece of steel that might or 
might not be curved.  The cutter also might or might not be 
mounted at a special angle.  Here is my premium pricing issue 
(that might go away with even more popularity) – cutters can 
be had from $6 up, with $20-something being the most com-
mon price; yet, I don’t know of one of these tools for which the 
price doesn’t jump to over a $100 when the little piece of steel 
is added.  Also, they don’t need sharpening and this article is 
about the ideal sharpening system. 
  The most common grinder for woodworkers today is 
a foreign manufactured 8” that is slow speed (rotation speed 
of 1725 RPM or thereabouts) and within those I don’t have any 

specific knowledge or preference besides the grinder will not 
be the expensive part of this system. If you don’t have a grind-
er, buy the one with the lowest quality grinding wheel as the 
wheels are going to be removed.  Best of all, buy a grinding 
system from CA Savoy and you’ll have what you need.  All 
there is to do is make a set of base setting blocks (easy) and 
buy an extra platform or two (even easier - that’s just money). 
CA discounts all his stuff and while not aware of the prices, I 
tell people that they can expect to buy everything from CA, as-
sembled and ready to go, for no more than the retail cost of 
the pieces involved (remember my motto on this is: I want to 
work on wood not woodworking tools.)  
 If you didn’t buy from CA, here IMO is the ideal sys-
tem:  

 Grinder, as described above  

 Remove wheel housing and install a set of CBN wheels. 
CBN wheels are more aggressive (within a given grit size) 
and tougher and outlast others. Dave at D-Way sharpens 
the tools he sells on one and hasn’t worn the wheels out 
yet. Anything can be worn out and it’s fair to point out 
that a lot of Dave’s sharpening is on tools that are pre heat 
treatment, though all final sharpening before shipping is 
also done on the same wheels) that anything else out 
there. I have them and am complete sold on them, (I carry 
a CBN hone to get me by when not near my grinder). I 
think they’ll pay for themselves (they are about twice the 
price of a really good set of friable stone wheels) in metal 
save, repeatability, and speed – maybe even sanding sav-
ing as I’ll be using sharper tools as it’s so much easier to 
keep them that way.  

 On a 20"x12" piece of plywood install the grinder. Block 
the grinder up 3/4". Install the ONEWAY Wolverine Grind-
ing Jig.  Also 2 depth gauges set back 1 3/4” and 2” from 
the front edge of the piece of plywood holding the grind-
er. You have a choice of using the Vari-Grind or Vari-Grind 
2 with this system. Buy one or two (cost not considered as 
we are going for the best, first class, top draw and most 
repeatable sharpening system) of the Platform Assem-
blies.  Also buy one Mini Platform.  One of the Platforms 
will be set for skew sharpening and left set (if in my shop, 
you could be asked to leave if you adjust my Platforms) as 
the Mini Platform will allow manipulation of short skews 
and gouges such as the miniatures or the Sears models 
which were short even when new.  Set another Platform 
(the basic one that came with the set will work if all your 
scrapers are long enough, otherwise use a Mini-Platform) 
for scraper sharpening.  

 Now for gilding the lily (C A deserves all the credit for this) 
Make yourself a set of Vee-Arm setting blocks.  These 
blocks are to ensure the pocket on the Vee-Arm is posi-
tioned the proper distance from the wheels.  Note: These 
blocks would not work with friable wheels.  As when the 
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M e e t i n g  S c h e d u l e  U p d a t e  

 

April – Michael Hosaluk (with a workshop @ $70) 
May – Alan Carter (with a workshop @ $60 – price not confirmed) 
June – CAW Picnic 
July – Jerry Whitehurst  

F A S T  a n d  E A S Y  S h a r p e n i n g  ( C o n t ’ d )  

CAW--WC--Coupon 

10% discount on Turning Tools!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
CAW members only!! 

Coupon must be presented.  
Offer good only at Springfield and 

Leesburg stores. 
Cannot be combined with any other 

savings offer.  
Expires April 14, 2012 

 Concord Shopping Center Leesburg Plaza 

 6123 Backlick Rd. 512 E Market St. 

 Springfield, Va. 22150 Leesburg, Va. 20176 

 703-912-6727 703-737-7880 

wheels are trued the distance between the wheel and the 
Vee-Arm becomes greater.  The blocks in my shop are 
made from vinyl corner molding and there are three 
though most shops would require only two. One is for the 
bowl gouges; the other for the spindle gouges.  The reason 
my shop has three blocks is that CA likes his spindle goug-
es with more of an angle than I do.  For inquiring minds we 
are set up for bowl gouges at 60 degrees and for spindle 
gouges at either 45 (CA) or 47 (me).  To make blocks do 
your hunt and peck thing and when you have Vee-Arm set, 
cut a piece of molding that will fit tightly between the wol-
verine base and the V cup on the Vee-Arm. 
 

 So in my shop you can select the correct platform and 
sharpen scrapers and skews the same every time; normally in 
one pass.  For bowl and spindle gouges place tool in Vari-
Grind . Adjust Vee-Arm distance from grinder base with appro-
priate setting block and get the same grind every time; general-
ly in one pass.  For other tools such as roughing gouges, bead-
ing tools, hollowing tools, etc. you will continue to use whatev-
er methods that works for you today but adapt it to CBN 
wheels.  Note: The CBN wheels are 1 1/2” wide so I favor the 
original Vari-Grind tool holder to the new Vari-Grind2.  The Va-

ri-Grind2 is designed to help ensure you do not fall off the 
wheel.  I’d think you’d have little problem using the Vari-Grind 
tool holder and staying on a 1 1/2" wheel.  
 With this system you most easily have sharp tools, 
waste the least steel, and have the longest lasting wheels.  You 
need to ask yourself if you sharpen enough (amount of time 
spent in front of the lathe) to justify the expense and thus 
quicken the payback.  Same issue with quality of tools – is a 
$22, 1/2” bowl gouge from Benjamin Best enough to offset the 
expense, $75, for a D-Way 1/2” bowl gouge.  If traveling (I do 
that a lot) how long they will stay sharp is a factor.  If you turn 
a lot how soon they need to be replaced is an issue for sure (in 
this example the Benjamin Best will be gone first). For me, it’s 
easy (I’m also a tool junky), I want the best and longest lasting. 
In the examples above that means CBN wheels and D-Way or 
OneWay tools.  I can’t decide between D-Way and OneWay, so 
I’d say OneWay for the tools they have and D-Way for the oth-
ers – for example, OneWay doesn’t have CBN wheels or hones 
and doesn’t make many of the D-Way tools.  (Tool wish — my 
new tool roll has a mix of D-Way and OneWay.) 
Final disclaimer: CA sells and discounts ONEWAY stuff and I’m 
selling at a discount D-Way stuff. Obviously, we like them, but, 
BE ASSURED THIS IS A CASE OF WE SELL WHAT WE USE!!!.  
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 

 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products . 

Will provide quote upon request. 

Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist serving 

woodworking and woodturning workshops, founded on the principles of fast 

service, fair prices, and superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper 

sheets, and woodturning tools, and we can ship them to you today. If we offer a product on our web 

site then we have it in stock and ready to ship. 

Discount available exclusively through CAW Group Buy. See Frank Jessup. 

R. J. Stroman at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: www. 2sand.com 

Whether making gifts for your family or items to sell in craft shows, it’s time to get your order in for 

Penn State pen or project kits. Check out the new Penn State website at www.pennstateind.com and 

email Amy Rothberg at amy@landingcrafts.com with your orders or quetions. Also note that Amy is 

a Teknatool dealer of Nova and Super Nova chucks and accessories. 
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

 Bob Serino 
 Silver Spring, MD 

 

 Patrick Weekes 
 Bladensburg, MD 

 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 

Newsletter is the 

official publication 

of the Capital Area 

Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 

towards the Wilson Bridge over the 

Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A (Rt. 1 South) on the 

VA side. 

Approximately 1 .9 miles south, you 

will pass the Beacon mall complex 

with Lowe’s on your right. Drive 

past the main entrance to Beacon 

mall, go 4 more stop lights (about 

1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 

Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 

Drive to the East side of the 

building. Parking is on the side or in 

the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 

shop and meeting rooms is off the 

back corner of the east side of 

Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
Phil Mannino at 

philemann@verizon.net 

Mentor Program:  Please contact Gerry Headley or Bob Pezold at 

mentoring@capwoodturners.org 

mailto:phileman@cox.net
mailto:mentoring@capwoodturners.org?subject=CAW%20mentors

