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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  

 If you have ever experienced “tear out” 
you saw how to fix it at the last month’s meet-
ing by Tom Wirsing.  Using six scrapers with 
various degrees of bevel, Tom was able to finish 
a platter that needed very little sanding.  This 
month one of our own, Bill Hardy will demon-
strate the use of spindle gouges in turning a 
needle case and a purse box.  You won’t want to 
miss this meeting. 
 We have purchased two new lathes with 
our educational Grant from AAW.  We will use 
them in our Educational Out Reach Program.  
Early this month we hosted Girl Scout Troop 
4105 at Studio.  Each of the girls made two 
wooden pendant necklaces and decorated a 
spin top on the lathe.  Thank you Bob Pezold 
and Frank Jessup for making this a  success! 
 If you have any suggestions for demon-
strating turning, please let a member of the 
board know.  Let’s get the word out that CAW 
is willing to demonstrate and teach turning.  We 
have the resources to help people get started. 
 At our last meeting we had an amazing 
turn out for our “Show and Tell” table.  Let’s try 
and have more participants this month.  We are 
still looking for someone to step up and 
“Volunteer” as the club photographer.  It would 
be great to document some of our projects with 
photos.  Please see me at the meeting if you can 
help. 
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Saturday, May 14, 2016 
Bill Hardy 

Bryant HS, Alexandria VA 
 

 For those who may not have an 
idea of what kind of small things they 
can make, you are in luck.  Bill Hardy 
will be demonstrating how to make 
small purse boxes and needle cases.  Bill 
is one of CAW’s longest members and 
has been a long term teacher and mentor 
to many of our members. 

8:00 AM — Building opens.  Set up for 
the demo.  Look over the Group Buy items.  
Have a cup of coffee and donut.  Discuss the 
"show & tell."  Rent a video.  Talk tips and 
techniques with other members.  Get your 
raffle tickets. 

8:30 — "Show & Tell."  Photos of items 
will be taken for the next CAW newsletter.  
Tape/DVD library will be open. 

8:45 — Chapter business meeting with 
show notices and activity announcements. 

9:00 — Demonstrations start 
12:30 — Demonstration ends. Repack the 

lathe and CAW equipment and clean-up the 
shavings. Building closes at 1:00 PM sharp.  
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 Last month we had a testimony from a 
member who used Skill Enhancement and was 
very happy with what he learned.  We still have 
openings in Skill Enhancement workshops.  
This is a great opportunity to learn something 
new, or to try a tool before buying it.  The Stu-
dio is well equipped and is constantly adding 
new resources for your use.  Dove-tail chucks 
and face plates are recent additions.  Send an 

email to CA Savoy to schedule a spot.  He will 
assign you a lathe and get an instructor to assist 
you on your new endeavor.  Remember it is also 
the responsibility of all participants to clean the 
Studio before leaving. 
 At our May meeting we will have a short 
business meeting to discuss and vote on some 
proposed changes to our By-Laws.  This is your 
club and this is a way you can affect how it is 
run.  We will also have a special raffle this 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  C o n t i n u e d  

month for two Nick Agar pieces that he gra-
ciously donated to our club.  Two tickets will be 
drawn. The first one will have their choice of 
the donated items, and the second winner will 
get the other piece.  A limited number of tickets 
will be sold.  Tickets are $10.00 each and will be 
available for purchase before “Show and Tell.”  
Here is a chance to won a quality piece from an 
Internationally known wood turner for only ten 

dollars! 
 Don’t forget the AAW Symposium in At-
lanta in June, and the Virginia Symposium in 
November.  They will be here before we know 
it.  Rooms are going quickly at the host hotels.  
If you are planning on going and haven’t signed 
up yet, do so soon. 
 Happy and Safe Turning!  

 Joe Zadareky  
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Small is Beautiful 
Many woodturners find their way to the craft by 

turning small items.  Pens are a wonderful way to 
start because they are relatively simple and yet pro-
vide very satisfying results.   Small items are a great 
reinforcement for the novice turner.  Many people 
are thrilled to receive a hand-made item, and their 
praise gives the new turner impetus to continue.  
New turners are often very fearful of the turning 
process.  They have a variety of unfamiliar sharp 
tools, a machine that can make things spin up to 
2000 revolutions per minute, and chunks of wood 
that they envision flying off the lathe like a dement-
ed Frisbees.  So, any sort of positive reinforcement 
for turners in the learning stage can help the new-
comer overcome his or her fears.   

 Let’s take a look at some of the real, positive 
benefits of “tuning small.” 

Manageable sizes- A small cylinder weighs only 
a few ounces while a ten or twelve inch bowl blank 
can weigh 20 to 25 pounds.  Often an inexperienced 
turner will feel a good bit of trepidation when that 
big blank starts to spin at 1000 RPM.. Even though a 
small piece is spinning much faster, it doesn’t feel so 
dangerous.  It’s important for new turners to feel 
comfortable with the lathe and anything that reduc-
es the fear factor is a positive benefit. 

Using a variety of tools- A small turning is a 
small space, but in this space there is the opportuni-
ty to use several tools.  Most of the work in bowl 
turning is done with a bowl gouge, so a turner 
doesn’t get a lot of opportunity to use other tools.  
A lot of small turning is spindle work so turners 
learn to use roughing gouges, spindle gouges, 
skews, parting tools, and even the occasional bowl 
gouge. 

Focus- Since a turner is working on a small ob-
ject, it’s important to pay a little closer attention.  
Cuts need to be lighter and more controlled.  The 
turner needs to be a bit more deliberate and plan 
the piece’s design.  These lessons of delicacy of cut 
and deliberate planning translate very well to other 
projects. 

Ability to practice- Since a turner is making 
small items, he or she has the ability to practice 
multiple times since finishing a piece can be done 
rather quickly.  Practicing critical techniques like 

M a y  P R O G R A M S  b y  T o m  H u b e r  

rolling beads, cutting a pleasant curve, and making 
controlled delicate cuts helps us improve as turners.  
If the piece doesn’t work out, it’s not like you’ve in-
vested a lot of time in it, so it’s very easy to discard.   

Opportunity to use different wood- Making 
something big requires big pieces of wood.  Unfortu-
nately, big pieces of wood come from a limited spe-
cies of trees.  When you are using small pieces you 
can turn just about anything. Some of it may not 
even be wood. Turning small gives us opportunities 
to turn non- commercial, non-dimensional wood like 
dogwood, holly, redbud, and mesquite.  We can also 
turn bone, antler, horn, tagua nuts and a whole 
range of plastics and man-made materials. These 
are,  options that are simply not available for people 
who turn large pieces.   

Economy- turning small items can really maxim-
ize your turning stock.  For example, an 8”x8”x2” 
square can make one bowl or 16 wine stoppers. So, 
if you have very high quality wood, turning small 
pieces can really make your wood go a long way.  
Turning small pieces is also a good way to use cut 
offs or otherwise scrap pieces that you might nor-
mally throw away.    

Utility- Small things are easy to store, give as 
gifts, and even sell.  Not everyone is looking to buy a 
$150.00 dollar bowl, but there are a lot of people 
who are happy to buy a $25.00 pen, ring holder, or 
small box.   

So, give “turning small” a try.  There is some-
thing very satisfying in being able to complete a use-
ful project in a short time.  Not only that, but the 
experience of turning small will sharpen your skills 
and make you a better turner.  

What’s coming in June and July.  In June we nor-
mally have our CAW picnic.  This year the picnic will 
be the third weekend of the month to deconflict 
with the AAW symposium that’s being held the sec-
ond week of June.  And we are going to do some-
thing a little different.  In the past we have held our 
picnic at the Coast Guard station in Alexandria.  This 
year Jim Neam has volunteered to have the picnic at 
his new home out in the country.  There will be a 
little drive involved, but it will save the club hun-
dreds of dollars that can go toward providing a tasty 
menu.   

                                                     Continued page 4 
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 To register for professional workshops 
contact Tom Huber at thuber829@gmail.com 

 To register for a workshop a $50 
reservation fee is required with the balance due 
30 days prior to the workshop.   

 To reserve a place in SEW- Mentoring 
contact C.A. Savoy at cadjsavoy@cox.net 

 There is a $20 shop fee for SEW-
Mentoring.  This fee entitles you to use a broad 
range of CAW owned tools and equipment and 
helps pay for equipment maintenance. 

 There is a $10 charge for attendance at 
CAW meetings that feature professional 
demonstrators. 

. 
May 2016 

May 10 SEW Mentoring 
May 13 - Instructional Workshop with Bill 
Hardy- purse boxes and needle cases 
May 14 CAW Monthly Meeting- Bill Hardy--
Topic: Purse boxes and needle cases 
May 31 SEW- Mentoring 

June 2016  
Jun 7 SEW- Mentoring 

June 27 No SEW mentoring 
July 2016  

(The July meeting will be the third Saturday not the 
second) 
July 16 CAW Monthly Meeting- Topic: Dry 
Wood- Demonstrator: Frank Jessup (This is a date 
change from July 9)  
July 12 SEW- Mentoring 
July 26 SEW- Mentoring 
(Note: if we can fill a 2 day workshop on inlay and 
jewelry, we can schedule Kurt Herzog for 21/22 July 
or 3/4 August.) 

August 2016 
Aug 9 SEW- Mentoring 
Aug 13 CAW Monthly Meeting- Topic: Toys and 
Jewelry- Demonstrator: various 
Aug 30 No SEW-Mentoring  

C A W  E v e n t  S c h e d u l e  2 0 1 6  b y  T o m  H u b e r  

September 2016 
Sep 8/9 Instructional workshop with either 
Frank Penta or Andy Gunning (TBD) to view their 
work consult Google 
Sep 10 CAW Monthly Meeting- Demonstrator 
either Frank Penta of Andy Gunning (TBD) 
Sep 13 SEW-Mentoring 
Sep 27 SEW- Mentoring 

October 2016 
Oct 8 CAW Monthly Meeting- Professional 
Demonstrator TBD 
Oct 11 SEW- Mentoring 
Oct 25 SEW Mentoring 

November 2016 
Nov 8 SEW-Mentoring 
Nov 12 CAW Monthly Meeting- Professional 
Demonstrator TBD 
Nov 29 SEW- Mentoring 

December 2016 
Dec 10 CAW Holiday Party- Details furnished 
at a later date 
Dec 13 SEW- Mentoring 
Dec 27 No SEW-Mentoring (Happy Holidays) 
 

Tom Huber 

 

P R O G R A M S  C o n t i n u e d  

Of course, attendees are encouraged to bring 
dishes to supplement our menu. This is always a 
nice event with turning, good food, and camarade-
rie. 

In July Frank Jessup will revisit the green turn-
ings he did in January and set aside.  Come and see 
how to final finish formerly green wood. 

Go and make some shavings 
 Tom Huber 

Saturday, June 18 — CAW picnic 
The Jim Neam Estate and fishpond 

mailto:thuber829@gmail.com
mailto:cadjsavoy@cox.net
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Don’t be shy!  Promote yourself.  
Tell us about your woodturning activities in the 

CAW Newsletter. 
 Send your information by the 22nd of the month to 

Phil Brown, philfbrown@comcast.net, 
or call (301) 767-9863. 

 Tom Boley was featured in a front page article 
about his wood turning in THE MERCURY, his local 
Manhattan, KS newspaper.  Highlights include Tom’s 
formation of the Flint Hills Woodturners and their 
monthly meetings in his shop.  The article is only 
available by subscription. 
 Tom will teach a class called "Bark"ing Bowls from 
July 3 to 8, 2016 followed by a platter or plate class 
from July 8 to 10, at the John C. Campbell Folk 
School.  If there are enough students, Dale Bright 
will be Tom’s assistant instructor.  See 
www.folkschool.org/ 
 Phil Brown’s profile as an AAW member is at:  
www.woodturner.org/page/30YearBrown 
 Felton Gilliam teaches Wood Turning Projects on 
Tuesday, July 19, and November 8, from 6:30 PM to 
9 PM. 
 Nate Johnson teaches The Art Of Wood Burning 
Saturday, July 23, and October 15, from 10:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 
 John Noffsinger teaches Introduction To Hollow 
Turning on Tuesdays June 7 & 21, September 13 & 
27, and December 13 & 27, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 
PM at Woodcraft in Springfield, VA.  See 
www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?
id=327&page=classes 
 Dale Bright teaches Bowl Turning on Saturday, 
May 21, and August 20, from 10 AM to 5 PM, and 
Turning Natural Edge Bowls on Saturday, June 18th, 
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
 Ken Poirier teaches Sharpen Turning Tools on 
Monday May 16, and Bottle Opener Handle w/ Skew 
on August 15, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM. 
 Dave Robinson teaches Turn an Octopod Bowl, 
Wednesday, May 25, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM; and 
Turn a Pepper Mill, August 23 & 24, from 6:30 PM to 
9:30 PM, and Turn A Lidded Box on Tuesday, June 
28, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM. 
 These classes are at Woodcraft in Leesburg.  
Register at the store, or by phone at (703) 737-7880, 
or the web site  www.woodcraft.com/stores/575/
woodcraft-of-northern-virginia/classes.aspx  
 
 
 

 Mark Supik’s workshops at 1 N. Haven Street in 
Baltimore include these all-day woodturning 
workshops from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM for $150/class, 
with a 20% discount for AAW and local woodturning 
club members. Lunch & materials are included. To 
register, phone or e-mail Nancy Supik (410) 732-
8414, or nancy@marksupikco.com 
 The Right Start: Learn spindle turning, having fun 
making bead & cove cuts to create wine stoppers, 
mallets, and other useful objects on Saturday, May 
21, and Sunday, June 12. 
 Bowl Turning Fundamentals using green wood on 
Sunday, May 22, and Saturday, June 11. 
 The Next Step - For Returning Students is one 
Saturday each month 9:00 AM to noon, $75/class.  
Subjects to be announced for May 28 and June 18. 
 Afternoon Open Studio occurs one Saturday each 
month from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, for  $30/session 
on May 28 and June 18.   
 For details, click on “Get Schooled Here” at 
marksupikco.com   FYI, Mark reports that his shop 
made 25,000 beer taps last year for microbreweries 
across the country   
 
 

Display of Interest 

 McLean, VA resident and AAW member, Art 
Boudreau, has an exhibit of his segmented turned 
bowls in the Atrium Gallery through June 4, 2016 at 
the McLean Project for the Arts, 1234 Ingleside 
Avenue, McLean, VA.  Gallery Hours are Tuesday 
through Friday, from 10 AM to 4 PM, and Saturday 
from 11 AM to 5 PM.  See www.MPAART.ORG 
 
 

A b o u t  O u r  M e m b e r s  b y  P h i l  B r o w n  

http://www.woodturner.org/page/30YearBrown
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=327&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeclasses.aspx?id=327&page=classes
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/575/woodcraft-of-northern-virginia/classes.aspx
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/575/woodcraft-of-northern-virginia/classes.aspx
marksupikco.com
http://www.MPAART.ORG
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Discount on most products to CAW 

members including Powermatic and 

Jet Lathes.  Call for quote and iden-

tify yourself as a CAW member.  

Fries, Beall and Sharp Inc. 
Established 1906  

7371A Lockport Place Lorton, VA 22079 

Phone:703-550-1100 

Fax: 703-550-1105 
Store Hours 8:30 am - 4 pm Week-

days 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm Saturdays 
www.fries-beall-sharp-inc.com 

Authorized dealer for: 
Festool, Sawstop, Fein, Power-

matic, Jet, Starrett, Amana, 
Kaeser Rotary Screw Air Com-

pressors 
Installation and service availa-
ble on most machinery. Call for 

details 

Exotic Lumber Has Moved 
We have recently relocated our Gaithersburg 
location to Frederick, MD.  We have a lot of 
turning stock available and as previously 
agreed we do offer all members of CAW a 
10% discount.   www.exoticlumberinc.com  

Neil Gager 
Exotic Lumber Inc 
329 E. 2nd Street 
Frederick, MD  21701 

Ph  (301) 695-1271 
Fax (301) 695-1274 
Cell (410) 533-2151  

info@exoticlumberinc.com  

Annual membership dues for CAW are $30, payable by January first of each year. 
Active Duty military will pay 50% of the membership rate. 

Dues must be paid by mail, on-line (Paypal and Credit Cards)  
or in person at a club event. 

 

For renewals send a check payable to "Capital Area Woodturners" to: 

Capital Area Woodturners, Treasurer 

11543 Clara Barton Dr. 

Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

  

To renew online see http://www.capwoodturners.org/application.html 

M e m b e r s h i p  D u e s  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tT5kDXt4Kw_W5DYsTubC-mhPOLrc1Y1zFEayRWTePQxm6kmO5VJEQ9Vh4fA5OwiSYf667Bw0txcYSIvCrAiTyPCK4GyY9dX0omu-y7t5b6tM4qnDgVmGO3-k9fcqSWFSIZSR7iSmacgtf2RZudJplrOI6WnlmbkTmQ9GR51a7q9Rvlnbeo3Yx-nk8qN_4lNT&c=GMCHKx6lW2j3UZ1ZL-JBhlOmTo8LbpPA0
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com
mailto:info@exoticlumberinc.com
http://www.capwoodturners.org/application.html
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 
 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping. 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available. 

Will provide quote upon request.  Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist 
serving woodworking and woodturning workshops, 
founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, and 
superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, 
and sanding belts, and we can ship them to you today. 
If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock 
and ready to ship.   

R. J. Stroman at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621.   

Visit their website at www. 2sand.com 

Visit their store at  8536 Dakota Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 

Whether turning, burning, or carving, 

LandingCrafts.com offers the finest 

products for craftspeople of all abilities.  

Use discount code CAWDSC and get an automatic 10% discount at 

LandingCrafts.com.  Certain products carry a larger discount, so contact Amy 

Rothberg at landingcrafts@gmail.com if you have questions.  

Advanced Auto Tech is family owned and operated auto-

motive maintenance and repair service center located in 

Lorton, VA since 1990.  We are pleased to extend a 10% 

discount on any automotive service or repair to all CAW 

members and their immediate family. Please visit our 

website at www.advancedautotech.net or call Ben Johnson 

at 703-339-5500 to schedule your appointment today.  

http://www.2sand.com/en/location/
http://www.advancedautotech.net
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Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

 

  

 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 
Newsletter is the 

official publication 
of the Capital Area 
Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 22306 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 
towards the Wilson Bridge over the 
Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A to Route 1 South on 
the VA side. 

Drive approximately 1.9 miles on 
Rt. 1 South and you will pass the 
Beacon mall complex with Lowe’s 
on your right.  Drive past the main 
entrance to Beacon mall and go 4 
more stop lights (about 1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 
Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 
Drive to the East side of the 
building.  Parking is on the side or 
in the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 
shop and meeting rooms is off the 
back corner of the East side of 
Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
 Phil Mannino at: 

philemann@verizon.net 

C a w  c oac hi n g  P r o g r a m  

www.capwoodturners.org/mentors.html 

Please contact Gerry Headley at: 

mentoring@capwoodturners.org 

http://www.fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm
mailto:phileman@cox.net?subject=CAW%20membership%20information
http://www.capwoodturners.org/mentors.html
mailto:mentoring@capwoodturners.org?subject=CAW%20mentors

