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P r o g r a m s  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  

Saturday, July 19, 2014 
8:00 to 3:00 at Bryant HS. 

Captain Eddie 
Cap’n Eddie Castelin, here is his site and some 

of his videos http://eddiecastelin.com/

capn_youtube_gallery 

Morning Demonstration:  Plate or platter with 

gold leaf inlay, turned on a screw chuck and 

then a scrolling chuck, sealed and coated with 

CA glue for a finish.  Some dying or staining 

may be demonstrated at the early 

demonstration. 

Afternoon Demonstration:  The project will be a 

shallow dish, turned with conventional tools 

and hollowed with a camera guided hollowing 

system with the intent of showing how to build 

the camera mount and how to change your laser 

to a camera. The shallow bowl will be capped 

with a lid of accent wood, bit would be colored 

and prepped for sealing and coating.  The lid is 

turned first and the base is made to match it as 

the lid is used for a jam chuck in finishing the 

project. 

Frank Jessup 

 

We’re half way through 2014 and all is well: 
 We are meeting our fiscal objective – programs 

and workshops are above even for the year.   
 The first half year has been good, and from now 

to November we have professional 
demonstrations with a lot of workshops. 

 December is the Christmas party.  
I generally cover this current month and the 

next month in each newsletter: 
Remember – July meeting is the third Saturday, 

not the usual (second) meeting day. 
-For August, we have David Reed Smith.  I’d call 

David a master tinkerer.  C  can make stuff (wood or 
metal) from nothing but a picture, and Don Riggs 
can fix anything broken, and he doesn’t need any 
instruction.  David Reed Smith can be relied upon to 
come up with the idea and then figure out how to 
make it using jigs of his creation.  He, along with 
Kurt Hertzog, can be proclaimed the most prolific 
authors in Woodturning Design magazine.  For more 
on David go to http://www.davidreedsmith.com/
default.htm or to read his articles, go to http://
www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles.htm  (Note there 
are still openings in the two day David Reed Smith 
workshop. 

I’m sure that I have talked to you about the 
benefits of taking hints from numerous people and 
then making the collection of techniques your own 
on a project that you have been considering.  Here’s 
an example: using David’s method for making thin 
wall spheres, create one that is pierced, textured, or 
painted using methods learned from Nick Agar and 
Binh Pho.  Can you believe I’m referencing 
information from only 5 months of CAW programs – 
March 2014 to August 2014?   

Frank Jessup 
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 Why not a title that is totally ambiguous.  For 

example, a poorly turned piece without tool marks 

sanded off would have a texture that is different 

than a similar design that is well executed.   

 I’m not here to deal with life’s mysteries, so, 

let’s start with a definition and a rule.   

Definition – We are wood working so let’s ignore 

the texture of the product as we could write an 

article on just the differences in open-pore and 

closed-pore woods.  Let’s call texture the look or 

feel, or both, of wood that is different from the so 

called "round and brown" finish (plain turned, tool 

marks sanded off and a clear, non-grain covering 

finish applied).  

Rule – This article is nothing more than a survey 

of methods that I’m familiar with - it is not intended 

to be comprehensive.  As with my other articles, this 

is the best I can do in the way of a working model 

for wood turners. 

 True, whatever level of sanding you settle for 

will result in varying texture, but for this article let’s 

agree that tool marks from cutting tools should 

either sanded away or disappear in the intentionally 

applied texture.  I like to turn spin tops; I tend to 

give them away and have turned more of them than 

anything else I’ve turned!  I’ve practiced my tool 

work on tops to the point that I can produce a good 

enough surface for any inconsistencies to pretty 

much disappear under the applied texture.  As the 

tools that I use on tops can be used on other 

turnings, let me run through the list:   

 I use the Sorby revolving wheel texturing 

tools the most.  There are knock offs and copies on 

the market, but, most of my experience is with 

Sorby tools, and most of that with the smaller tool.  

Each tool comes with appropriate diameter wheels 

with various profiles in the outer diameter of the 

wheel.  These tools can be presented directly to the 

revolving wood with the wheel in a vertical position.  

Beyond vertical in either direction, angling them will 

produce different textures; generally more dramatic 

when the angles are from 1 to 2 o’clock.   

 Adjusting the speed of the lathe will vary the 

pattern, though, I find having the lathe going too 

fast results in a more grain tearing.  Amount of 

pressure applied will vary the pattern, though hard 

pressure will tear the grain.   

 A couple of tips – 1) if you angle too far 

toward a horizontal presentation the wheel will stop 

rotating and all you will get is grooves, and 2) always 

have the nut that secures the wheel in place to your 

right, else you are likely to spend time hunting for 

the nut which will unscrew and hide somewhere on 

the floor.   

 These tools can be used on end or side grain, 

though best results are on tight grained hardwoods. 

 Next are knurling type tools.  These are 

wheel type tools, mostly with one pattern wheel per 

tool.  Wagner is probably the best know of this 

family of tools.  Knurling tools work pretty much like 

the Sorby tools.  For me the knurling tool works to 

advantage when held with the wheel vertical to the 

turning and the pattern of the wheel is worked 

directly into side grain.  Actually the texture is the 

exact opposite of the pattern on the wheel; for 

example, if the pattern on the wheel is convex, the 

wood will have the concave version of the wheel.  

They can also be used at an angle to the wood, 

though, their performance is inferior in this mode to 

the Sorby. 

 The next family of tools (for lathe powered 

texturing) is the chatter type tools.  The first one of 

these I used was sold by Bonnie Klein.  Currently 

there are several but I am using one made by CA 

Savoy (nice tool and the smallest that I’m aware of – 

a good thing).  These tools are a little more limited 

in their use; they don’t do very well at all on flat 

grain.  However, they work beautifully on hard end 

grain and they are small so you can get into places 

you can’t with the other tools.  I certainly wouldn’t 

try doing the inside of boxes with any of the other 

tools.  These tools are very speed conscious.  For 

T e x t u r e  P a r t  O n e  
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example, to lay down a similar pattern at different 

diameters on a piece, you will have to increase lathe 

speed as the diameter of patterns gets small (closer 

to center).  Thus, to get identical patterns at 

different diameters is almost as much luck as skill.  

Repeatability with these tools are the best excuse I 

know of for speed readout of marked dials on lathes 

for the secret is to have the tool angle and wood 

speed at point of tool contact be the same 

regardless of diameter of wood at point of pattern.  

 Just to be sure let me try saying this again a 

different way – you are turning a top and want to 

put three circles of texture on each side of the top.  

Naturally, each circle will be a different diameter.  

So for repeatability of the pattern you want the 

lathe to be turning faster as the diameters get 

smaller, such that where the tool touches the wood 

the wood is moving the same speed for each of the 

three patterns.  Jeez, surely one version of this will 

confuse, perhaps, a case for some time at the lathe.  

On the positive side, chatter tools are the cheapest 

tools discussed in this group of handle tools for use 

with the lathe powered up. 

 Finally, and last because it has great 

possibilities, but, is not a tool that I’ve mastered, 

there is the Elf.  Think if it as a handle with a 1/16th 

hole for inserting various 1/16th inch shaft cutter, 

burrs, end mills (insert your favorite term based on 

your range of imagination) which will be held in with 

a magnet (no wrenches, that alone is a good deal).  

Being a tool junkie, I bought one of these when they 

came out and put it in storage (amongst us tool 

junkies it counts having the tool, no extra points for 

using it.  Using it falls under skill sets).   

 When Nick Agar was here he did some 

wonderful things with an Elf.  So I dug the thing out 

and starting playing with it on tops using an end mill 

in it that George Jones gave me.  With lathe speed 

adjustments, different angles of approach for the 

tool, and the large variety of 1/16th inch burrs and 

cutters out there for power carving, there is a lot of 

options to be offered by this tool.  As I say, I haven’t 

yet mastered it, but I think it’s worth the time and 

effort. 

 Rather than make this article too long I’m 

going to stop here.  Expect other articles to follow, 

for, just on texturing with the lathe powered up 

there are many other things that can be held against 

the wood that would do controlled damage.  For 

example, wire brushes of different types will deliver 

a different texture.  Texture is a process where your 

biggest limitation is your imagination and 

willingness to practice.  My greatest sin in 

woodturning is a reluctance to spend time on the 

lathe when it doesn’t produce a finished product.  

For example, I toss into the box of wood for the 

fireplace the plugs that are left when I finish turning 

the last top, a box, scoop body, bottle stopper or 

whatever, from a cylinder of roadkill.  Each of those 

plugs is an end-grain canvas for experimenting with 

at least one texture before they become an 

excellent fire starter.   

 As most of you know, I’ve done nearly 45 

years with the Navy.  If there is a Navy tool that 

every sailor will at least remember and perhaps not 

miss is the so called “needle gun” or “paint scalier”.   

I recently saw an article a while back where 

someone was using one to put a texture on wood.  

Best I can remember, that person was Bob Rosand, 

an ex-sailor, heavy user of the large Sorby texturing 

tool and CAW’s professional for October 2014.  

Hopefully, they make a lot less noise when used on 

wood as opposed to beating paint off of steel ships. 

 

Frank Jessup 

 

T e x t u r e  P a r t  O n e  
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A b o u t  o u r  m e m b e r s  

 It was arranged that CAW will be the featured guild of 
Artisans United Gallery (AU) for the months of September and 
October. 
 What does this mean for the CAW?  What does this mean 
for you?  How does this work?  What do you need to do? 
  
 What does this mean for CAW?  This is an opportunity for 
the CAW to be exposed to the public.  More than that, the 
public who are most likely to see our turnings are folks who 
appreciate items made by the hands of local artisans.  Part of 
the CAW charter is to educate.  This display will educate the 
public about the craft of woodturning. 
  
 What does this mean for you?  You will be able to display 
your work to the public.  Your name will become associated 
with the turnings you display at AU.  The items that you pro-
vide for display can be offered for sale.  Don't expect your 
items to sell, but it is possible.  You can attend a reception in 
September where you will have an opportunity to talk with AU 
patrons about your work. 
 
 How does this work?  You provide 1 to 10 turned items.  
The items will need to be tagged with the following infor-
mation: 

 CAW-INT-123 where INT are your initials and 123 is left 
blank (I will fill in a unique number) 

 $25, or whatever price you wish to put on the item; NFS 
(Not For Sale) is also ok. 

 Any other information you wish to include. 
  
 Please note that the folks who will be reading the tag may 
not have the best eyesight.  Please print clearly, using fairly 
large letters (between 1/4” and 3/8” high). 
 You will get 70% of the price and AU will retain 30%.  For 
AU's part they will display the item, take care of all sales and 
book keeping. 
 I will take the items to AU and return the items to a CAW 
meeting.  I will provide money for those items which sell. 
 Items which sell in the gallery tend to be well made and a 
low price.  Even low priced well made items are not likely to 
sell.  I would not expect more than 10% of the items displayed 
to sell. 
 
 What do you need to do?  You need to provide 1 to 10 
tagged items to me or the gallery by Thursday, September 4.  
 You can drop off your items at the August CAW meeting.    
The items and money will be returned at the November CAW 
meeting or can be picked up anytime after that by arrange-
ment. 

Richard Allen 

C A W  F e a t u r e d  a t  t h e  

A r t i s a n s  U n i t e d  G a l l e r y  

Exotic Lumber Has Moved 
We have recently relocated our Gaithersburg location to 
Frederick, MD.  We have a lot of turning stock available 
and as previously agreed we do offer all members of 
CAW a 10% discount. 

www.exoticlumberinc.com  

Neil Gager 
Exotic Lumber Inc 
329 E. 2nd Street 
Frederick, MD  21701  

info@exoticlumberinc.com  
Phone (301) 695-1271 
Fax (301) 695-1274 
Cell (410) 533-2151  

Don’t be shy!  Promote yourself.  Tell us 

about your woodturning activities in the 

CAW Newsletter.  Send your information 

by the 22nd of the month to Phil Brown, 

philfbrown@comcast.net, or call (301) 767-

9863. 

Phil is on vacation; AOM will return 

next month.  

http://www.exoticlumberinc.com
mailto:info@exoticlumberinc.com
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  CA’s - ONEWAY PRODUCTS 
 

20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping. 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available. 

Will provide quote upon request.  Happy and Safe Turning!!! 

CA SAVOY 

2Sand.com is a Maryland-based coated abrasive specialist 

serving woodworking and woodturning workshops, 

founded on the principles of fast service, fair prices, and 

superior products. We carry sanding discs, sandpaper sheets, 

and sanding belts, and we can ship them to you today. 

 If we offer a product on our web site then we have it in stock and ready to ship. 

 R. J. Stroman at RJ@2Sand.com or (800) 516-7621 or visit their website at: 

www. 2sand.com 

Whether turning, burning, or carving, 

LandingCrafts.com offers the finest 

products for craftspeople of all abilities.  

Use discount code CAWDSC and get an automatic 10% discount at 

LandingCrafts.com.  Certain products carry a larger discount, so contact Amy 

Rothberg at landingcrafts@gmail.com if you have questions.  

Advanced Auto Tech is family owned and operated auto-

motive maintenance and repair service center located in 

Lorton, VA since 1990.  We are pleased to extend a 10% 

discount on any automotive service or repair to all CAW 

members and their immediate family. Please visit our 

website at www.advancedautotech.net or call Ben Johnson 

at 703-339-5500 to schedule your appointment today.  

http://www.advancedautotech.net


www.capwoodturners.org July 2014 

[ Page 6 ] 

 

Tony Joyce 

(editor) 

ajoyce@acm.org 

Send news items to: 
cawnews@cox.net 

Capital Area 

Woodturners 

 

N E W  M e m b e r s  

The CAW 
Newsletter is the 

official publication 
of the Capital Area 
Woodturners, Inc. 

Capital Area 

Woodturners is a 

chapter of the 

American 

Association of 

Woodturners 

Monthly Meeting Information - 

Bryant Adult Education Center 

2709 Popkins Lane, 

Alexandria, VA 22306 

Map with driving directions here: 

www.fcps.edu/maps/
bryant.htm 

Directions:  

From VA or MD, take I-495/I-95 
towards the Wilson Bridge over the 
Potomac River.  

Take Exit 177A to Route 1 South on 
the VA side. 

Drive approximately 1.9 miles on 
Rt. 1 South and you will pass the 
Beacon mall complex with Lowe’s 
on your right.  Drive past the main 
entrance to Beacon mall and go 4 
more stop lights (about 1/2 mile). 

The 4th stop light is Popkins Lane. 
Turn left and go two blocks. 

Bryant Center entry is on the right. 
Drive to the East side of the 
building.  Parking is on the side or 
in the rear of the building. 

The entrance to the wood working 
shop and meeting rooms is off the 
back corner of the East side of 
Bryant Center 

If your contact information 
changes, including your email or 
mailing address, please contact 
 Phil Mannino at: 

philemann@verizon.net 

M e n t o r  P r o g r a m  

Please contact Gerry Headley and Bob Pezold at: 

mentoring@capwoodturners.org 

http://www.fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/maps/bryant.htm
mailto:phileman@cox.net?subject=CAW%20membership%20information
mailto:mentoring@capwoodturners.org?subject=CAW%20mentors

